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From Your Pastor’s Desk…  
 

As I sit down to write this newsletter, October 31st is only 11 days away.  Once again, no doubt, chil-

dren will dress up in their costumes and “Trick-or-Treat.”  They may even be asked to perform a trick 

for a treat.  Although in 2017 this type of  “this-for-that” trading may result in receiving a piece of 

candy at the neighbors door, 500 years ago the protestant Reformation was sparked by Martin Luther in 

response to a church practice called “indulgences” where one could trade good works or coins for for-

giveness.  
 

As you may know October 31st will mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant reformation that was 

ignited when the Augustinian monk, Martin Luther posted his famous “95 Theses” on the Castle 

Church doors in Wittenberg, Germany.  As the October issue of Lutheran Witness publication states 

about the 500th anniversary, on that day, “there was no fiery and resounding speech given or dramatic 

showdown with the pope.  On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted the “Disputation on the Power 

and Efficacy of Indulgences” to the church door in a small city called Wittenberg, Germany.”  For Lu-

ther, these 95 Theses for academic debate were posted in response to the church’s use of the doctrine 

and practice of indulgences.  Jim Jones of the University of Pennsylvania writes that , “An indulgence 

was a payment to the Catholic Church that purchased an exemption from punishment (penance) for 

some types of sins…The customers for indulgences were Catholic believers who feared that if one of 

their sins went unnoticed or unconfessed, they would spend extra time in purgatory before reaching 

heaven or worse, wind up in hell for failing to repent.”  Martin Luther took issue with this doctrine be-

lieving that Holy Scripture doesn’t make mention of them, and in fact teaches the opposite, because 

true repentance and forgiveness comes from Christ alone. 
 

In the 1500s, the Roman Catholic church was strapped for cash and needed a capital campaign to raise 

funds to support the Catholic armies as well as build St Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  Indulgences were 

thought to be a great way to do this.  Catholic priests, like the fiery friar and salesman, John Tetzel, 

were sent out to sell indulgences, documents on behalf of the church that would forgive sins and reduce 

the time one would spend in purgatory.  Tetzel promised the immediate release of loved ones from the 

pain of Purgatory as soon as a purchase is made.  He even has a catchy jingle to make the point:  'As 

soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from Purgatory springs.'  For Martin Luther, the university 

professor and parish priest, this was something the church had to stop doing because he believed that 

the scriptures clearly teach that Christians cannot buy or sell forgiveness, or earn it for themselves or 

another by doing (or buying) good works, but instead people are saved by God’s grace alone through a 

justification that comes by faith in the merits of what Jesus Christ did for the world when He died on 

the cross and rose again. 
 

On October 31, 2017, Americans will once again see a lot of partying and trick-or-treating happening 

on All Hallows Eve.  Children might even be asked to do a trick in return for a treat.  Yet even as we 

may smile and hand out candy this year, let us remember what sparked Luther to post those theses 500 

years ago.  And let us never forget that forgiveness can’t be earned or bought or worked for, but is 

given as a gift from God to all who believe in the grace that Jesus offers through His death and resur-

rection. 
 

 

May God bless you richly, Pastor Berteau 



Food Bank News 
submitted by Lisa Kane 

 

Thanksgiving is right around the corner and 

as I reflect on what I am thankful for i.e., 

family, health, God’s grace, food on the 

table, I realize, what I thought might be the 

“simple things in life” are actual blessings.  Please help to 

bless a family who may not be so fortunate with the “simple 

things in life,” such as food on the table, by donating items 

needed for a holiday meal. Please consider donating any of 

the following items:  instant mashed potatoes, canned vege-

tables, boxed stuffing, cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, muf-

fin mix, canned fruit, coffee, or tea.  If you are able to pick-

up even one of the needed items you are making a difference.  

Thank you to all for your most recent donations and prayers.  

Please continue to keep us in your prayers as we continue this 

outreach throughout the year. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from a food basket, 

have them call Social Services at 732-349-1500 and request a 

food basket.  Social Services will connect them to Ocean 

County Hunger Relief where they will schedule an appoint-

ment for them to come in to receive their basket.  We are 

open each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 am 

to 1:00 pm. 

Ladies Society News 
submitted by Leslie Vergallito 

 

The Ladies Society has disbanded as of September 17, 2017.  

It was a very hard and long decision.  The ladies have all 

agreed that our last mission of giving will be to the following: 
 

$100.00 Redeemer’s Nursery School 

$100.00 Redeemer’s Flower Fund 

$100.00 Redeemer’s Food Pantry 

$100.00 Families in Puerto Rico 

Memorials 
 

Memorials given since our last newsletter have been 

given in memory of: 
 

Andy Murcko, Mildred Polacek, and Ruth Rosso 
 

Contributions for departed loved ones may be given at 

anytime during the year. You will find the Memorial 

Cards and envelopes by the Guest Book and also on a 

table in the Narthex. Complete the card and drop it off at 

the office, mail it, or drop it into the offering plate mak-

ing sure it is clearly noted that it is a memorial gift.  
 

Peace be with you, Marilyn Tipping 

Shepherds’ Corner 
 

Here we are in November and everyone is asking the same 

thing, where has this year gone?  We all have so much to be 

thankful for and with the seasons pushing ahead so quickly, 

we, as Shepherds, will have much work to do; reaching out 

to our brothers & sisters with our phone calls. 
 

Listening to someone may be the most loving thing you do 

today.  God's spirit lives in us in order to work through us.  

You can never go wrong when you choose to follow Christ.  

There is no better time to praise God than right now. 
 

God has blessed the board of Shepherds with our newest 

members.  We welcome Maria Aquila and Eileen Brown.  

We are thankful God has moved them to join the board of 

Shepherds. 
 

God's blessings in Christian love, 

Marilyn Tipping, Chairperson 

Nursery News 
submitted by Wendy Talty 

 

Our children have been having fun making scare-

crows and turkeys to cover the bulletin boards.   
 

We all learned about Fire Safety with a visit with the  Ridge-

way Fire Department. The children are enjoying Pastor 

Berteau's visits every Friday morning.  There is always so 

much to do.  Now we will be looking forward to our Thanks-

giving Feast. 
 

Christmas is just around the corner and our children are already 

talking about Santa.  We are beginning to plan and practice for 

our Christmas Program on Tuesday, December 19th at 7 pm.  

You are welcome to join us that evening and feel the real spirit 

of Christmas. 
 

We are always looking for new friends to join us.  Openings 

are still available in various classes.  Children of church mem-

bers or children who have been baptized at Redeemer receive a 

discounted  tuition.  Children must be 3 by October 1st for our 

three year old program or 4 by October 1st for our four year old 

program.  Registration forms are available in the Narthex or by 

calling the school number 732-657-0333.  Information is also 

available on our website:  www.rlnsmanchester.com.  Please 

share this information with your neighbors and friends. 
 

Keep us in your thoughts and prayers! 

God Bless, Wendy Talty 

Treasury Note – September 2017 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Seal, Treasurer 

 

 

   Monthly Income Total  $  24,394.82 

   Monthly Expense Total  $  20,866.44 

   Difference    $    3,528.38 
 

   General Fund August Balance $   10,219.39 
 

   YTD Income Total     $178,826.87 

   YTD Expense Total   $221,112.42 

   YTD Difference   $ -42,285.55 
 

Two donations totaling $13,240.00 were made to the 

church which helped to temporarily off-set our deficit.  

Please continue to consider raising your current mone-

tary giving level. 

http://www.rlnsmanchester.com/


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Submitted by Kelly Kutch 
 

We have had a great start this year in 

Sunday School.  The children were ex-

cited to learn about Martin Luther during the 500 

year Reformation anniversary. The children heard 

stories about Martin Luther every week in our open-

ing program and sang on Reformation Sunday. 
 

We have also been starting preparations for our 

Christmas Pageant, which will be here before we 

know it.  Here are a few important dates to mark on 

your calendars:  Christmas Pageant will be 

on Sunday, December 17th at the 11am service; we 

will be having three Saturday rehearsals:  Saturday, 

December 2nd from 10:00-11:30 am, Saturday, De-

cember 9th from 10:00- 11:30 am, and Saturday, 

December 16th from 10-11:30 am.  It is important to 

attend these rehearsals so we can have an amazing 

Christmas Pageant!!  Hope to see you there!  If you 

have any questions please don't hesitate to contact 

me, Kelly Kutch, at 732-547-1500 

or kkutch20@comcast.net.  God Bless! 

Voters’ Meeting 

and 

Council Elections 
 

 

Date:  Sunday, November 5, 2017 
 

Time:  1:00 pm 
 

 

All are invited to attend this most 

important meeting; along with a “covered dish” 

luncheon prior to the meeting.  Main course will 

be provided--please share your favorite side-dish. 
 

 

Informational packets are available in 

the Narthex for congregational review. 

 

Christmas Poinsettia 

Order Form 
 

 

 

I would like to order: 

 
 

_______Poinsettia(s) @ $10.00 each            Total __________ 

 

Or 

 

Contributions For Greens (wreaths, garland) 

 for decorating Church                                 Total __________ 

 

Total (all donations) ___________ 

 

________To the glory of God 

 

 

________In memory of _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

________In joyful celebration of _______________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

________Other _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Name ________________________Envelope #____________ 

Phone Number______________________________________ 

 

 

Payment must accompany this form payable to:  

“Redeemer Lutheran Church” 

         Reservations will be closed on December 10, 2017. 

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks 

BACK 

one hour at 2 am 

on Sunday,  

November 5th. 

mailto:kkutch20@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

We are approaching the time in the Church 
year that focuses on Christ’s triumphant re-

turn and His eternal Kingdom.  The Church 
year calendar may be something new to you 

or it may be a well-loved commemoration of 
bringing the life of Christ and His church into 

our present-day congregation.  Just as God 
commanded the Jewish people to remember 

how He had delivered them and to teach their 
children, so Christians use these special 

times to teach and observe special events in 
the life of Christ and His Church.  More im-
portantly, using a liturgical calendar reminds 

us that our life includes more than our time 
here on earth.  It unites us with believers in 

the past and in the future. 
 

The liturgical Church Year is divided into 

three seasons; the Time of Christmas, the 
Time of Easter and the Time of the Church.  

For almost two thousand years, the Church 
Year has been in harmony with the seasons 

of nature. The Time of the Church or the Pen-
tecost Season focuses on the growth of the 

Christian and the church; a time when the 
“fields grow, mature and become ripe for the 

harvest”.  Green has always been the color 
used in our altar paraments, depicting growth 

and fulfillment.  
 

As we approach the end of the Church Year, 
we observe All Saints Day, looking ahead to 

the End Times.  All Saints Day is bittersweet; 
we remember and miss our loved ones and 

yet we can celebrate their union with Christ. 
As Christians, we don’t need to wait; for 

whenever the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
is celebrated, heaven and earth come together 

in Christ.  “Therefore with angels and archan-
gels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, ever-
more praising You and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the 

glory of Your name!” 
 

Your sister in Christ, Deaconess Helen  

Please Remember Our 

Homebound Members 
 

The following people are on our list: 
 

Justine Applegate, Vera Burns, Isaac Cerpa, Joyce Dibble, 

Jeanette DiSciullo, Mary Gall, Louise Halama, Henry Hilbert, 

Valerie Marvin, Dottie McHale, Jere & Gloria O’Neill, Anne 

Shintay, Mary Smith, Gertrude Strick, Theresa Tanney, Inge-

borg Ward. 
 

*Please ask Deaconess Helen for an updated address list of our 

shut-ins if you would like to send them cards.  

Bible Study 
 

Pastor Berteau is leading two Adult 

Bible Studies, on Wednesdays at 10:00 

am covering the “52 Important Chap-

ters In A Year” and also on Sunday mornings between 

services covering “Study of the Christian Faith.”  

Both are held in the Fellowship Hall, please join us—

all are welcome! 

We need Altar Guild volunteers.  

Training is provided and you 

only need to serve one month in 

five.  Please call Elaine Braun at 

(732) 323-0448 if you can help 

or have any questions. Thank 

you. 

Friday, December 8, 2017 at 7:00 pm 
 

This is an opportunity for women of all ages 

to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday 

preparations and focus their minds and 

hearts on the birth of Christ and wonderful 

Christian fellowship.  Sign-up to be a hostess 

of a table or sign-up as a guest at any open 

table with an assigned hostess. 

 



Recent Official Records 
 

 

 

Departed loved ones:  Andy Murko 

     Mildre Polecheck 

                Ruth Rosso 
 

Property  
submitted by Bob Michalski 

 

The Property Board will once again 

look to have a “fall clean-up.”  Please 

stay tuned for dates TBD.  Every 

hand helps. 

President’s Message 
 

First let me say it has been an honor serving as your Presi-

dent this year, and if the congregation approves, I look 

forward to leading the Church Council in 2018.  As 2017 

winds down and we look forward to 2018, as always, we 

still have much to accomplish such as increasing our wor-

ship attendance, increasing our tithing, and getting some 

of our committees up and running again.  I know I've been 

mentioning these things over and over again, but it's im-

portant to keep them in the forefront. 
 

The Church budget as proposed will see an overall reduc-

tion for 2 years in a row.  This year it is mainly due to our 

mortgage being paid off by the end of April.  Look for an 

announcement early next year about our “Mortgage Burn-

ing Ceremony.”  We hope to have some of our former Pas-

tors in attendance. 
 

I hope all of you come out for our Wednesday Advent ser-

vices, our Christmas Gala, our Christmas Eve services, 

and other scheduled activities in December.  I hope this 

coming Advent season will be a time for bringing hope, 

transformation, and fulfillment into the Advent of our 

lives.  With that said, I leave you the paragraph below to 

ponder: 
 

Is the church a building? Is it the Pastor, Elder, 

Choir, Altar Guild, Council?  Is it the place where 

believers gather to worship?  Or is the church the 

people - the believers who follow Christ?  Some 

say the local church is 'a local assembly of believ-

ers or a congregation that meets together physi-

cally for worship, fellowship, teaching, prayer, and 

encouragement in the faith.'  What is your defini-

tion of a Church? 
 

God's Peace to All of You, Keith Brown 

Please remember to include our 

Missionary Family,  the  Lohmeyer’s, 

serving the Lord in the Dominican 

Republic, in your prayers. 

 

To learn more about them read the informa-

tion on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall and the table next to Pastor’s office in 

the Narthex. 

 

Annual Redeemer Christmas Party 
 

Our annual Christmas Party will be on: 
 

Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 5:30 pm 
Clarion Hotel, 815 Route 37 West; Toms River 

 

The cost is only $25 per person.  In order to get 
an estimate of how many people we need you 
to sign-up as soon as possible!  A sign-up sheet 
is in the Narthex and we would like to have 
payment when you sign-up (or as soon as possi-
ble after you sign-up.) Come out to the Christ-
mas Party for fun, fellowship, and great food! 
Hope to see you there! 

Look for our Angel Tree and 
please take a tag. We are once 
again collecting for the Provi-
dence House. All donated gifts 
will go local children. 
 

Please bring your unwrapped gifts 
back to the church by Sunday, 
December 10th so they have time 
to distribute them for Christmas. 
Thank you so much for your help. 

If you are a Veteran, 
please wear your service 
uniform or partial uni-
form on Sunday, Novem-
ber 12th to any service.  
This is the day Redeemer 
is honoring our Veterans. 



November Givers of 

Time & Talent 

Acolytes: 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
November 5 Charlotte Moreno Faith Yetman 

November 12 Catherine Mascaro Gianna Sieke 

November 19 Matthew Bryant Nicholas Chmielewski 
 

  7:30pm (Thanksgiving Eve) 
November 23 Catherine Mascaro 
 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
November 26 Eily Sitarik  Madison Proveaux 
 

 

Altar Guild: Marge Black, Helen Deppe, Joyce Bodine, 

  and Helen Cook 
 

Counters: Bob Michalski and Carol Corbally 
 

 

Greeters:     8:30 am:  Alma Filzen   

        11:00am:  Marge Black  
 

Lay Readers  

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
November 5 Joe Milko  Barbara Micelli 

November 12 Tom Sheridan  Linda Piskowski 

November 19 Janelle Berteau Bruce Stephens 

November 26 Joy Krais  Cindy Williams 
 

Lay Servers: 
 

To be announced. 
 

Ushers: 

  8:30 am: Joe Filzen, Eleanor Miesemer, and 

  Lesley Vergallito 

11:00am: Gary Stoltz, Linda Stoltz, Donald Tanney, 

  and Jacob Mascaro 

Church Council 

Keith Brown    President 848-448-0181 

Vinny Cerpa   Vice President 908-433-6770 

Olivia Kennedy  Secretary 732-948-8082 

Eileen Seal    Treasurer 732-657-6341 

Barbara Casper  Financial Sec.  732-920-7611 

Danielle Wagner Christian Ed. 732-281-1537 

Vacant   Chr. Outreach  908-910-4111 

Don Cousens    Elders  732-371-3722 

Bob Michalski  Property Board 732-276-8299 

Marilyn Tipping   Shepherds 732-350-4009 

Don Cousens (Interim) Stewardship 732-600-7781 

Veronica Miller  Trustees 732-370-3270 
 

Elders 

Don Cousens  732-371-3722  Head Elder 

Frank Kravchak  732-657-0577 

Alex Lanfranco  732-240-2405 

Thomas Sheridan 732-267-7100 

Mark Vlossak  732-657-6155 
 

Staff, Committee & Group Leaders 
Pastor    Reverend Daniel Berteau 

Deaconess   Helen DeMario 

Administrator   Karen Selepouchin 

Administrative Assistant  Lisa Kane 

Organist   Roberta Ward 

Saturday Evening Organist Peggy Bendel 

Preschool Director  Wendy Talty 

Altar Guild   Elaine Braun 

Greeters   Betty Cousens 

Ladies Society    

Lay Readers   Diane Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent Kelly Kutch 

Ushers    John Kovacs 

Youth Coordinator  Courtney Chmielewski 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
 

The cut-off date for the December  

issue of the Redeemer Review is 

Friday, November 10th. 
 

 

Please submit to redeemermanchester@gmail.com 

or give a written copy to the office.  The Newslet-

ter Team will meet on Monday, November 27th 

at 9:00 am. 

tel:848-448-0181




 
Redeemer Lutheran Church of Manchester    

2309 Route 70 East 
Manchester, NJ 08759-4751 

Phone: (732) 657-2828 
 

Website: www.redeemermanchester.org 
 

Church office email address: redeemermanchester@gmail.com 

Pastor Berteau’s email address: rlcmpastor@gmail.com 
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          Worship Services                                            Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
September -June    Sundays 8:30 am & 11:00 am                    September - June   9:45 am to 10:45 am 
June - September   Sundays 8:30 am & 10:00 am 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm  
 

 
 

Non-Profit Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Toms River, NJ   08753 

PERMIT # 268 

“A child who has been adopted by loving parents knows from the out-

set that he is loved because he knows they chose him. He was not sim-

ply accepted because he was conceived and born into their midst but 

was sought out to become their child. God is like that with us! 

‘Although it may appear outwardly that we make our way toward 

God, the joyful and wonderful truth is that it is God who comes to 

us’ (Matthew the Poor).” Abbot Tryphon, Vashon Island, Washington – 

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  


