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From Your Pastor’s Desk…  
 

 

Last month in the Redeemer Review, I mentioned that in honor of the 500th anniversary of Martin Lu-

ther posting his 95 Theses on the Castle Church doors in Wittenberg, Germany, I would be dedicating 

the next year of newsletters to “discussing particular doctrines of the Church in order to help us better 

understand our faith and what makes us distinctly Lutheran.”  In that vein, I would like to start with the 

Lutheran understanding that the Holy Bible, the Scriptures alone, are the only source of truth for faith. 

“We believe, teach, and confess that the prophetic and apostolic scriptures are the only rule and norm 

according to which all doctrines and teachers alike must be appraised and judged.” 
 

For most protestant churches, and certainly for long-time Lutherans, this idea seems fairly straightfor-

ward and obvious.  Yet for the Roman Catholic church in Luther’s day (and still today) they believe 

and teach that it is not the Scripture alone that is the source for the teachings of the Christian church.  

Instead the Roman Catholic Church still teaches that, on an equal level with the Scriptures are the his-

tory and traditions of the church, as well as the decrees of the Pope, bishops, and councils. 

 

In May of 1521, having been excommunicated from the Roman Catholic church by Pope Leo X in 

January, Martin Luther was called by the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles the V, to the city of Worms to 

be judged on charges of heresy for all of his writings and teachings.  Toward the end of that trial Luther 

famously defied the Pope and the Emperor saying, “I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted, and 

my conscience is captive to the Word of God, I cannot and will not retract anything.  I cannot do other-

wise, here I stand, God help me, Amen.”  Luther was insistent that all sources other than the Bible are 

subject to error.  He had seen how Bishops and Popes of the Catholic church had made decisions in di-

rect opposition to what the Bible teaches. 

 

As mentioned before, the Roman Catholic church still holds to the authorities of history and the decrees 

of popes and councils.  They still bind their members to doctrines that are not in scripture.  Just a few 

of the MANY unscriptural doctrines include the doctrine of Justification by Works, The Assumption of 

Mary, Indulgences, The Primacy of the Pope, Celibacy of Priests, ascribing divine power to saints, and 

many, many more.  As Lutherans in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod we stand clearly with Martin 

Luther and the other reformers that confessed that Scripture alone is the sole source and norm for faith 

and practice. If a teaching isn’t taught directly in the Scriptures then it is subject to error and cannot be 

placed on a level with God’s inerrant Word.  In a world that often believes in the devil’s lie that “truth 

is relative,” we stand with Luther and confess that:  “I shall and must be convinced by Scripture, not by 

the unreliable life and teachings of men, no matter how holy they may be.” 

 

May God bless you richly, 

Pastor Berteau 



Food Bank News 
submitted by Lisa Kane 

September, for some, means going back-

to-school, leaving families pressed for 

money as they go school supply shopping, 

possibly taking away much needed funds 

from their food budget.  Please help to off-set this burden 

by considering donating any of the following much 

needed items:  Please NO vegetables at this time—

canned soup, instant mashed potatoes, tuna, peanut but-

ter, macaroni & cheese, small packets of rice, muffin mix, 

canned fruit, coffee, or tea.  If you are able to pick-up 

even one of the needed items you are making a differ-

ence.  Thank you to all for your most recent donations 

and prayers.  Please continue to keep us in your prayers 

as we continue this outreach throughout the year. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from a food bas-

ket, have them call Social Services at 732-349-1500 and 

request a food basket.  Social Services will connect them 

to Ocean County Hunger Relief where they will schedule 

an appointment for them to come in to receive their bas-

ket.  We are open each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Ladies Society News (LWML) 
submitted by Leslie Vergallito 

 

Hope everyone had a good summer.  Reminder our next 

meeting is on September 17th after the 8:30am service.   

Memorials 
 

Memorials given since our last newsletter have been given in 

memory of: 

Karin Krueger 
 

Contributions for departed loved ones may be given at anytime 

during the year. You will find the Memorial Cards and enve-

lopes by the Guest Book and also on a table in the Narthex. 

Complete the card and drop it off at the office, mail it, or drop 

it into the offering plate making sure it is clearly noted that it is 

a memorial gift.  
 

Peace be with you, Marilyn Tipping 

Shepherds’ Corner 
 

Our Lord has taken one of our long-time Shep-
herds, Karin Krueger, into his loving arms.  We 
are thankful for the years of service He blessed 
Karin with here at Redeemer. 
 

We ask God to protect and guide all the Shep-
herds and lead them to be loving and caring to 
all brothers and sisters in Christ and keep us 
steadfast in our work as our ministry grows at 
Redeemer. 
 

Our next scheduled meeting is Thursday, Sep-
tember 14th at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Praise be to God, 
Marilyn Tipping, Chairwoman 

732-350-4009  

Nursery News 
submitted by Wendy Talty 

 

We can hardly believe summer is over and 

school is starting again.  We are ready to 

welcome back our returning class and greet our new 

friends.  As always we are looking forward to a great 

year full of fun, learning, and new experiences. 
 

Our classrooms are getting set-up and look especially 

nice this year with the new carpeting and painting done 

downstairs.  A BIG THANK YOU  to all for that nice 

treat.  We love it !!!! 
 

Our Open House and Orientation will be held on Thurs-

day, August 31st.  The children will get to meet their new 

teachers.  The first day of school is September 7th.  Once 

again the building will be full of little voices singing and 

playing and learning about God's love. 
 

We are always looking for new friends to join us.   Open-

ings are still available in various classes.  Children of 

church members or children who have been baptized at 

Redeemer receive a discounted  tuition.  Children must 

be 3 by October 1st for our three year old program or 4 

by October 1st for our four year old program.  Registra-

tion forms are available in the Narthex or by calling the 

school number 732-657-0333.   Information is also avail-

able on our website:  www.rlnsmanchester.com.  Please 

share this information with your neighbors and friends. 
 

God’s blessings to all, Wendy Talty 

Treasury Note – July 2017 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Seal, Treasurer 

 

 

   Monthly Income Total  $  18,937.00 

   Monthly Expense Total  $  23,158.14 

   Difference    $   -4,221.14 
 

   General Fund July Balance  $    5,240.26 
 

   YTD Income Total     $131,931.44 

   YTD Expense Total   $174,011.06 

   YTD Difference   $ -42,079.62 
 

It was necessary to transfer $8,000.00 in July to cover 

our expenses and payroll.  This deficit balance makes 

our account significantly low. If possible please con-

sider raising your current monetary giving level. 

tel:732-350-4009
http://www.rlnsmanchester.com/


Vacation Bible School 
Submitted by Danielle Wagner 

 

VBS was held from August 7th through 11th. 

Over 75 children and 50 volunteers had a great 

time growing in faith as they explored God’s 

Word. We are extremely grateful for everyone who stepped up 

to help as there were many new faces amongst our volunteers. 

Mighty Fortress gave us opportunities to introduce children and 

their families to Christ and our church. We helped our own 

children grow in their faith in Jesus while reaching out to chil-

dren in our neighborhood making VBS a key outreach ministry 

in our congregation and our local community. 
 

During Mighty Fortress the children learned that in Jesus, the 

victory is won! Kids confidently celebrated that Jesus, their 

champion, has won the victory over sin, death, and Satan and 

that He acts through His Word and keeps His promises. Be-

cause the victory is won, every day is a day to celebrate! At 

Mighty Fortress, kids looked into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, 

to discover that God is our Mighty Fortress, our Shield, and our 

Deliverer and discovered God’s victory in the Bible stories of 

the Walls of Jericho, Hezekiah, Josiah, Palm Sunday, and 

Easter. 
 

We also raised money for Sharing God’s Mighty Word. This is 

an outreach project that sends Bible-based literature to kids 

around the US. The project focuses on reaching inner-city kids, 

Hispanic kids, Native American kids, and kids who are in cri-

sis. With everyone’s help we were able to donate $645 to this 

worthy cause. It’s not just kids overseas who lack Bibles and 

other Christian books. It’s also kids within the US—and often 

in our own communities! The kids who go to school with our 

kids, who live a few houses down, and who live on the other 

side of town may have never even held a Bible. Sharing God’s 

Mighty Word focuses specifically on delivering Bible-based 

books to kids in the US. 

SUNDAYSCHOOL 
Submitted by Kelly Kutch 

 

Summer is winding down and it's 
time to get “Back to School.”  I 

hope everyone had a wonderful summer, I know I 
did!  Now it's time to get ready for the school year to be-
gin and the start of our Sunday School program; we are 
going to have a blast this year! 
 

Sunday School will begin on September 10th,  the hours 
will be 9:45am-10:45am.  It is for children age 3 thru 6th 
grade.  We begin in the Sanctuary with an opening les-
son and music and we then move to our classrooms for 
age appropriate Bible stories and activities.  Children 
have a blast hearing bible stories, singing songs, and 
learning how much Jesus loves them.  Registration forms 
are in the Narthex or on page 5 of this issue. 
 

We are always looking for volunteers to teach or even to 
help another teacher during class.  Please contact me, 
Kelly Kutch, at 732-849-5224 with any questions about 
volunteering.  Also, just a reminder, teachers will be 
installed on Rally Day, September 10th—at either ser-
vice. 

Our kick-off meeting will be an Ice Cream 

Social Open House on Friday, September 

8th from 7pm-9pm. We will introduce 

plans/activities for this year.  Hope to see 

you there! 

NEW WOMEN’S 
BIBLE STUDY 

STARTING TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 10th 

 

All ladies, won’t you join us 
starting on Tuesday, October 
10th at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall, as we dive into and 
journey through three decades 

in the life of the Apostle, Peter.  From his faith and 
ministry, to walking with Jesus to living a Holy 
Life, we will learn so much from this Godly servant 
of Jesus.  Authored by Donna Pyle, (author of our 
last Bible Study, God of All Comfort), this study, 
Peter…from Fisherman to Fisher of Men, exam-
ines how God uses Peter's brokenness, failures, 
and triumphs to help us grow in faith. No matter 
where you are in your journey of faith, there is 
something we can all learn from this video based, 
eight-week study on the life and ministry of Peter. 
 

Won’t you join us!  Please sign up in the Narthex 
so we can order your workbook (cost $14.99*) and 
get started on this wonderful new adventure in the 
life and ministry of Peter the Apostle! 
 

 

*if cost is prohibitive, funds are available. 



Please remember to include our 

Missionary Family,  the  Loh-

meyer’s, serving the Lord in the Do-

minican Republic, in your prayers. 

 

To learn more about them read the informa-

tion on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall and the table next to Pastor’s office in 

the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

Each year, September brings to mind mixed 
feelings; the end of carefree summer days and 

the beginning of another school year, depend-
ing on whether you are a child, parent or 

teacher.  For many churches that have not 
continued Sunday School, Bible Studies and 

Confirmation classes over the summer 
months, it is the beginning of a new school 

year.  Plans have been made, books and sup-
plies have been ordered and the Holy Spirit 

has been working in the hearts of all to draw 
near and be fed with God’s Word. 
  

I am so thankful for the many faithful men 

and women of this church who came out each 
morning to bring the love of Jesus to over 80 

children during Vacation Bible School.  Re-
deemer has also been blessed to have teach-

ers in both our Nursery School and Sunday 
School who have been called to serve our 

Lord in this way.  
  

Not everyone, however, is able to be a Sunday 
School or Bible Study teacher; but everyone 

can teach and learn.  Scripture tells us of 
Lois and Eunice, Timothy’s mom and grand-

mother, who taught young Timothy about the 
Lord.  He was blessed to have these women in 

his life, who cared enough to share their faith 
with him.  They also lifted him up in their 

prayers, just as each one of us is privileged to 
do.  So, please remember to lift up our teach-

ers in your prayers; encouraged and support 
them in this important vocation.  
  

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old he will 

not depart from it. 
 

Your sister in Christ, Deaconess Helen  

Recent Official Records 
 

Baptisms:      Shae Thomas Sheridan-Kuter 

 

Departed loved ones:  Eleanor Eckerson, 

     Karin Krueger 

Please Remember Our 

Homebound Members 
 

The following people are on our list: 
 

Justine Applegate, Vera Burns, Isaac Cerpa, Joyce Dibble, 

Jeanette DiSciullo, Mary Gall, Louise Halama, Henry Hilbert, 

Valerie Marvin, Dottie McHale, Andy Murcko, Jere & Gloria 

O’Neill, Mildred Polacek, Ruth Rosso, Anne Shintay, Mary 

Smith, Gertrude Strick, Theresa Tanney, Ingeborg Ward. 
 

*Please ask Deaconess Helen for an updated address list of our 

shut-ins if you would like to send them cards.  

Dear fellow servants in Christ at Redeemer Lutheran, 
 

Many thanks for your continued support of our fam-
ily's missionary service in the Dominican Republic!  Bill 
is staying busy with a church and school construction 
project in Licey, preparations for the opening of a Latin 
American seminary in Palmar Arriba, a solar power 
project, house visits and other outreach events, among 
other things.  Nicole and the girls participate in mission 
and outreach events as well. Your donations help keep 
us in the DR mission field so we can continue to serve 
those with spiritual and physical needs here.  Thank 
you for partnering with us these past 4 years! 
 

Your friends in our Risen Lord Christ Jesus, 
Bill, Nicole, Kiersten, & Karissa Lohmeyer 

Bible Study 
 

Starting October 11th Pastor Berteau will be  

conducting an Adult Bible Study on Wednes-

days at 10:00 am covering the “52 Important 

Chapters In A Year” and  starting on October 8th Sunday 

mornings between services Pastor is conducting a “Study of 

the Christian Faith” for all to attend.  Both are held in the Fel-

lowship Hall, please join us—all are welcome! 



Elder’s View    
 

What should we do if we have a question about some-

thing happening in the congregation that concerns us or 

that we do not understand.  I could only answer that for 

myself and the following is what I wish you would do. 
 

Come directly to me with your concerns or questions.  I 

say this not because I am so smart, that I have all or for 

that matter any answers, or that I am the only one you 

should go to.  I say this because, firstly, I might have 

the answer, but if I do not, your concern has been ex-

pressed and I will be more than pleased to help you get 

your answer.  More importantly it now will not become 

“gossip.”  Gossip is sinful and within a congregation it 

can lead to great division.  I am not saying that I am the 

only person you can go to.  I know that Pastor will wel-

come anyone seeking answers and I am sure that other 

leaders will also welcome the opportunity to address 

your concerns.  I ask that you not allow your concerns 

to go unaddressed.  Let us have an open conversation 

about the future that lies before us.  It is my hope and 

prayer that all will participate in this conversation and 

that all will participate in the work that will be neces-

sary to accomplish that future. 
 

In our Lord’s Love, 

Don Cousens 

President’s Message 
 

Where Does the Time Go? 
 

I can't believe Summer is over.  Where did the time go?  Did 

you accomplish all you wanted to over the Summer?  By the 

time you read this newsletter we will back to our normal Sunday 

service schedule, the kids will be back in Sunday School, and 

confirmation classes may have begun. 
 

A few things did happen over the Summer that you may not be 

aware, especially if you missed some Sunday services.  Our mu-

sic ministry team of Debbie, Sallie, and Tom Hadley ended their 

ministry at the end of August.  They were honored at our August 

20th services.  We also welcome Roberta Ward as our a new 

organist and interim choir director.  Please give her a warm wel-

come and keep her in your prayers as she begins her new musi-

cal journey at Redeemer. 
 

We also began preparing for our Oktoberfest celebration that 

will take place on Saturday, September 16th.  Look for more 

information in the Narthex and in this newsletter.  Please come 

out an enjoy this event.  Let your neighbors and friends know 

about the event as well. 
 

Also before you know it we will be holding our Church Council 

elections.  This occurs at our November Voters’ meeting.  Most 

council positions are for a 1 year term and a person cannot serve 

more than 3 consecutive terms.  This year we may have 1 or 2  

positions that we must fill.  Our nominating committee may be 

approaching you to determine if you have an interest in one of 

these positions.  If that happens, prayerfully consider serving in 

that role. 
 

In closing, the lazy days of Summer are behind us, let's pick up 

the pace and get back to serving our Lord. 
 

God's Peace to All of  You, 

Keith Brown 

 

Beginning September 10th Sunday Worship 
Times are 8:30 & 11:00 am. 

Saturday Worship remains at 4:00 pm. 



September Givers of 

Time & Talent 

Acolytes: 

  8:30 am   10:00 am 
September 3 Charlotte Moreno Gianna Sieke 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
September 10 Faith Yetman  Madison Proveaux 

September 17 Brian Kutch  Nicholas Chmielewski 

September 24 Eily Sitarik  Catherine Mascaro 
 

Altar Guild:  Evelyn Gonzalez, Ingrid Jackson, 

            Phyllis Klar 
 

Counters:  Bob Michalski and Carol Corbally  
 

Greeters:    8:30 am   Diane Disharoon 

       10:00 am/11:00am Jill O’Connor 
 

Lay Readers  

       8:30 am  10:00 am 
September 3 Diane Mueller  Jill O’Connor 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
September 10 Keith Brown  Cindy Williams 

September 17 Janelle Berteau Tom Sheridan 

September 24 Don Cousens  Barbara Miceli 
 

Lay Servers: 
 

To be announced. 
 

Ushers: 

  8:30 am:    Wilhelm Lange, Tim O’Connor, 

   John Kovacs 

10:00am/11:00am: Bill Taggart, Dick Ashbey, 

   John Nordfors, Greg O’Connor 

Church Council 

Keith Brown    President 848-448-0181 

Vinny Cerpa   Vice President 908-433-6770 

Olivia Kennedy  Secretary 732-948-8082 

Eileen Seal    Treasurer 732-657-6341 

Barbara Casper  Financial Sec.  732-920-7611 

Danielle Wagner Christian Ed. 732-281-1537 

Vacant   Chr. Outreach  908-910-4111 

Don Cousens    Elders  732-371-3722 

Bob Michalski  Property Board 732-276-8299 

Marilyn Tipping   Shepherds 732-350-4009 

Don Cousens (Interim) Stewardship 732-600-7781 

Veronica Miller  Trustees 732-370-3270 
 

Elders 

Don Cousens  732-371-3722  Head Elder 

Frank Kravchak  732-657-0577 

Alex Lanfranco  732-240-2405 

Thomas Sheridan 732-267-7100 

Mark Vlossak  732-657-6155 
 

Staff, Committee & Group Leaders 
Pastor    Reverend Daniel Berteau 

Deaconess   Helen DeMario 

Administrator   Karen Selepouchin 

Administrative Assistant  Lisa Kane 

Organist   Roberta Ward 

Saturday Evening Organist Ernest Hamilton 

Preschool Director  Wendy Talty 

Altar Guild   Elaine Braun 

Greeters   Betty Cousens 

Ladies Society   Lesley Vergallito 

Lay Readers   Diane Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent Kelly Kutch 

Ushers    John Kovacs 

Youth Coordinator  Courtney Chmielewski 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The cut-off date for the October  

issue of the Redeemer Review is 

Friday, September 15th. 
 

 

Please submit to redeemermanchester@gmail.com or 

give a written copy to the office.  The Newsletter Team 

will meet on Monday, September 25th at 9:00 am. 

tel:848-448-0181
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          Worship Services                                            Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
September -June    Sundays 8:30 am & 11:00 am                    September - June   9:45 am to 10:45 am 
June - September   Sundays 8:30 am & 10:00 am 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm  
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“We have been freely received by the Lord God … Since He gener-

ously extends compassion and forgiveness to each human being, we 

receive as freely, respect as fully, and defend as fiercely as we have 

been received, respected, and defended.” Rev. Michael W. Salemink, 

executive director of Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans 

For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  


