
The Redeemer Review 
“Redeemer Lutheran Church...where the Cross is brought to the generations.” 

March 2018   

From Your Pastor’s Desk…  
 

As you receive this Newsletter we are almost halfway through the season of Lent.  Lent has historically 

been set apart as a penitential season of reflection, meditation, and prayer on the suffering and death of 

Jesus Christ.  On the night in which Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, just hours before Jesus would 

be betrayed, arrested, and crucified; He led His disciples to the Mount of Olives to pray.  Knowing the 

heavy burden that was before Him, He knew it would be beneficial to pray to the Father in heaven.  On 

that holy night Jesus laid out a model for the church to pray in times of need. 

 

Scripture promises that the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (James 5:16).  Yet 

all too often unless we are in crisis we neglect this powerful gift that the Lord has given us.  Whether it 

is the parable of the persistent widow in Luke 18, or whether it was the faithful Canaanite woman in 

Matthew 15 who persisted in petitioning the Lord to heal her daughter, or elsewhere throughout the Bi-

ble, we are told to be bold and pray fervently to the Lord and He will answer us.  

 

As the church then, we ought always to pray.  St Paul urges the church to do so in 1st Timothy where he 

says: First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all people,  for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 

quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  And that is exactly what the New Testament church did.  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers.”  (Acts 2:42)  

 

This year on Maundy Thursday, Redeemer Lutheran Church is going to intentionally follow the Lord’s 

admonition to pray.  We are going to hold a “Prayer Vigil” from noon to midnight.  To those who may 

not have attended a prayer vigil before, this may seem a bit intimidating and overwhelming, but I as-

sure you it will not be so and those of you who participate WILL be blessed. Prior to Maundy Thursday 

there will be an opportunity for you to sign-up to come to the church and silently pray for one half an 

hour (or more if you wish).  It may seem like a long time for some of you, but I assure you it will fly by 

and you will wonder where the time went.  Also in the weeks to come we will have prayer cards avail-

able for you to place prayer needs for you or your family, or community, or nation, whatever is on your 

heart.  And on Maundy Thursday those who come to pray can pick up these cards and pray for the need 

identified.  I encourage every member to make yourself available that day to pray fervently for the 

needs of your church and world.  If you are homebound, or out-of-state, I encourage you also to spe-

cifically take a half an hour of Maundy Thursday to pray.  (And send us a note to say that you are!)  

More information will be coming soon in the Narthex. 

 

We have not because we ask not…So let’s ask! “Ask and it will be given to you; 

seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you (Matthew 7:7)--knowing that He 

will answer.  Let’s make this church a house of prayer and let our prayers rise before the Lord as fra-

grant incense before Him!  

 

May God bless you richly, 
 

Pastor Berteau 



Food Bank News 
submitted by Lisa Kane 

 

I am happy to report that the Pan-

try shelves are well stocked.  Many 

of you have answered the call, so thank you for 

your donations.  The Pantry at this time is now 

in need of your continued prayers enabling us 

to continue this outreach throughout the year. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from a 

food basket, have them call Social Services at 

732-349-1500 and request a food basket.  So-

cial Services will connect them to Ocean County 

Hunger Relief where they will schedule an ap-

pointment for them to come in to receive their 

basket. We are open each Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Memorials 
 

Contributions for departed loved ones may 

be given at anytime during the year. You 
will find the Memorial Cards and envelopes 

by the Guest Book and also on a table in 
the Narthex. Complete the card and drop it 
off at the office, mail it, or drop it into the 

offering plate making sure it is clearly 
noted that it is a memorial gift.  
 

Peace be with you. 

 

 

Don’t forget to 

set your clocks 

AHEAD 

one hour at 2 am 

on March 11th. 

Nursery News 
submitted by Wendy Talty 

We just finished up a very busy “loving” 

month of activities.  Valentines were given 

to those special people in our lives.  We 

learned about taking care of our teeth.  We visited Jenkin-

son's Aquarium and Insectropolis with our Pre-K class. 

     

 Now we will “roar" into March and explore animals and 

their babies, leprechauns, and the coming of spring and 

Jesus’ love for us.  We are looking forward to the day we 

can wear our pajamas to school and cuddle up with some 

good books on Read Across America Day.  I do think 

there will be another very interesting visit from those lit-

tle green leprechauns.  Of course we will be celebrating 

Easter and hearing the Easter story from the Bible. 

 

Registration for the 2018-2019 school year has begun.  

New forms are out on the counter and we welcome new 

friends to come in and visit us.  If you are interested, 

please give me a call at 732-657-0333 or stop in on any 

school day.  We are just beginning to form our new 

classes.  Thank you all again for all your support and 

prayers. 
 

God Bless, Wendy Talty 

Treasury Note – January 2018 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Seal, Treasurer 

 

 

   Monthly Income Total  $  15,726.75 

   Monthly Expense Total  $  24,350.74 

   Difference    $   -8,623.99 
    

   YTD Income Total     $  15,726.75 

   YTD Expense Total   $  24,350.74 

   YTD Difference   $   -8,623.99 

Dear Faith Family, 
 

We are just a few months into 2018 
and the C.I.A. (Christians In Action) 
youth group has been full of activity!  
After kicking off the New Year in 

January, our Youth Group volunteered to cheer on 
the red carpet for the National Night-To-Shine 
event sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation. 
While there, we gathered together with others to 
greet guests as they arrived to celebrate a prom 
night for those with special needs. It was a beauti-
ful night full of the wonder of Jesus as we cele-
brated and uplifted new friends. We have more big 
plans to share in faith and fellowship in the coming 
weeks and months so please check Facebook and 
the church bulletin for upcoming youth meet-
ings and events. 

 
 
 

 

Blessings in Christ, Redeemer Youth Group 

Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS is coming and there is so much to 

do!  We are looking for Site Leaders and 

Small Group Leaders.  Please help  spread the word by 

telling everyone about Jesus and what he has done 

for us on Life's Wild Ride, please see Danielle Wag-

ner to volunteer or to see how you can help. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Submitted by Kelly Kutch 
 

We are now into the Lent Sea-

son!  This is another busy time 

of year and before you know it 

spring will be here!  Sunday School is busy as 

well!  We are starting at the beginning, we will 

be learning about when God made Heaven and 

Earth and all the wonderful stories of the Old 

Testament.  Make sure to ask your children 

“What did you learn at Sunday School?” 
 

We also have exciting news, we will be singing 

on Sunday, March 25th at the 11:00 

am Palm Sunday Service with our wonderful 

choir!  If all the children could be present that 

would be great! Thank you Janelle Berteau for 

putting this together and helping the children 

practice--they will be amazing!  Also, in lieu 

of Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 1st, 

the Youth Group will be hosting an Easter Egg 

Hunt--more details on that soon. 
 

We are always looking for volunteers to help in 

our Sunday School classes.  Contact me for more  

information at  kkutch20@comcast.net 

or 732-547-1500. Thank you and may God bless 

you! 

Easter Plant  
Reservation 

 

I would like to order: 
 

____ Flowers (Tulips)    $8.00 ea. = _________ 

____ Flowers (Lilies)   $12.00 ea. = _________ 

 

(You will be able to take yours home after the 

late service on Easter.) 
 

 

DEDICATIONS 
 

______TO THE GLORY OF THE RISEN LORD 

 

 

 

______IN MEMORY OF _________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

______IN JOYFUL CELEBRATION OF______________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

______OTHER_________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Name ___________________________________ 

 

Phone Number _________________________ 
 

Envelope # ____________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

Payment must accompany this form payable to : 
“Redeemer Lutheran Church” 

Reservations will be closed March 12, 2018. 

Maundy Thursday 

Prayer Vigil 
 

Please join us for a 12 
hour, non-stop vigil of 

prayer from 12 pm-12 am 
on March 29th.  
 

The church will be open during these 
hours, with ½ hour time slots available 

for people to be here in God’s house for 
the sole purpose of prayer. We hope to 

have every slot filled, so be sure to 
check out the display in the Narthex 

and sign-up soon! 
 

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18                                       

mailto:kkutch20@comcast.net
tel:(732)%20547-1500


Dear friends in Christ, 
 

We will continue to look at and 
understand the parts of the Di-
vine Service where God provides 
His service for us.  Last month we 

focused on Confession and Absolution, where 
we prepare to receive God’s gifts.  
 

The Divine Service has two main parts: the Ser-
vice of the Word and the Service of the Sacra-
ment. God’s Word and His Sacraments are 
known as the means of grace, the means by 
which He comes to us.  The Service of the Word 
begins with an entrance hymn, psalm or In-
troit.  “Introit” is Latin for “enter”.  It is a collec-
tion of verses from the Psalms that set the tone 

for the day. These passages are different each 
week.   
 

Before the readings from God’s Word, we ask 

for His mercy in the Kyrie. The words Kyrie 
eleison are a cry for mercy that God will hear 
our prayer and help us in times of need.  (We 
remember blind Bartimaeus’ cry to our Lord in 
Mark 10:47.) 
 

Assured of God’s mercy, we respond with the 
Hymn of Praise.  There are two Hymns of 
Praise in the divine Service. One, the traditional 
“Gloria in Excelsis”, uses the words sung by the 
angels on that first Christmas.  The second one, 
“This is the Feast”, is used more often in the 
Easter season because of its resurrection 
theme.  The Hymn of Praise is not sung during 
the penitential seasons of Lent and Advent. 
 

We will continue to look at the Service of the 
Word next month.  Thank you to everyone who 
has expressed interest in learning more about 
the reasons behind our worship.  It is my 
prayer that understanding the Divine Service 
will help us acknowledge the gifts we receive 
here. 
 

Your sister in Christ, Deaconess Helen  

Please Remember Our 

Homebound Members 
 

The following people are on our list: 
 

Justine Applegate, Vera Burns, Isaac Cerpa, Joyce Dibble, 

Jeanette DiSciullo, Mary Gall, Louise Halama, Henry Hilbert, 

Valerie Marvin, Jere & Gloria O’Neill, Anne Shintay, Mary 

Smith, Gertrude Strick, Theresa Tanney, Ingeborg Ward. 
 

*Please ask Deaconess Helen for an updated address list of our 

shut-ins if you would like to send them cards.  

2017 Contribution Statements 
are available in the Narthex if you 
used your envelopes last year.  Did 
you know that we track offerings 
for the year according to envelope 
numbers--not names? 

 

If you picked-up your 2018 envelopes please 
use them should you need a statement for tax 
filing purposes in 2019.  Also, please throw 
away any remaining 2017 envelopes. 
 

If you do not have a box of envelopes we will 
be happy to provide you with a box.  Just sign
-up on the sheet in the Narthex or check off 
the box on a pew envelope saying you would 
like some envelopes, making sure to include 
your name, address, and phone number. 

Our March Theme Is 

“Family Board Games 

Night” 
 

Join us on March 2nd for a pot-
luck meal at 6:00pm. Bring a dish 
that would feed your family--
the food is always great here at 
Redeemer! Around 7:00pm we 
will clear the tables and set up 
board games for children and 
adults alike. Bring your favorite 
games to play--it will be a blast!  
Can’t make it by 6pm? No wor-
ries, we’ll save you some supper 
and you can join in on a game or 
two for sure, so come when you 
can!! 

“… the joy of the Lord is our 

strength!”  Nehemiah 8:10 

Also,  

Mark your calendars for 

 April’s First Friday Fellowship 

(info below) 

Our April Theme Is 

“Card Game Night” 
 

Join us on April 6th for a pot-
luck meal at 6:00pm. Bring a dish 
that would feed your family. 
Around 7:00pm we will clear the 
tables and set up to play a fun 
and friendly card game called 
“Nickel Down.” This game was 
brought to us by the Laborers 
for Christ who helped to con-
struct our church building in the 
1980’s.  Don’t know how to play, 
no worries, someone will be 
available to help.  Why not come 
out for some fun and fellowship 
while learning a new card game. 

“… the joy of the Lord is our 

strength!”  Nehemiah 8:10 



Elder’s View 
 

 

There are a couple of points that I would like 
to bring up in this month’s article: 
 

First, one of the important things that a 
Pastor does is visit members who are in a 

hospital, in need of comfort, or are shut-
ins.  It is all too common that the Pastor is 

the last to know of a need.  This should 
never happen.  We should never feel that we 
are bothering our Pastor.  We are particu-

larly blessed that we have a Pastor who 
takes visiting members in need very seri-
ously.  I would implore each member to 

please notify Pastor, an Elder, or the office 
if you ever find yourself in need. 
 

Secondly, it has been a while since I have 
mentioned the wonderful servants who 

work so hard to do the ministry here at Re-
deemer.  They are members of Council, 

members of the Board of Elders, and all 
those who work so hard on our Commit-
tees.  There are so many others who help 

with events and the conducting of our ser-
vice. Their service makes so many things 

possible and contributes to making Re-
deemer a wonderful congregation. 
 

I feel compelled to add that all our commit-
tees are in need of more members so that 

the work would not only be made easier--
but allow more to be done.  I would ask that 
if you are not yet involved that you give 

prayerful consideration and join the Minis-
try Team. 
 

Don Cousens, 

Head Elder 

Bible Study 
 

Pastor Berteau is leading two Adult 

Bible Studies, on Wednesdays at 

10:00 am (10:30am during Advent 

and Lent) covering the “52 Important 

Chapters In A Year” and also on Sunday mornings 

between services covering the “Book of the Revela-

tion of Jesus Christ.”  Both are held in the Fellow-

ship Hall, please join us--all are welcome! 

Service Schedule for Lent 
Holy Week, and Easter Sunday 

 
Wednesdays in Lenten 

 Worship Services at 12:00 & 7:00 pm 
(Lenten Soup after 12:00pm service and 

Lenten Supper at 6:00pm.) 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 29th 
Prayer Vigil 12:00 pm to 12:00 am 

Worship Services at 12:00 & 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday, March 30th 
Worship Services at 12:00 & 7:00 pm 

 
Holy Saturday, March 31st 
Worship Service at 4:00 pm 

 
Easter Sunday, April 1st 

Worship Services:  7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
 

Easter Breakfast being served 
from 8:00-10:30 am. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
(After 9:00 am service.) 

 

All are welcome! 

There will be an Easter Sunday 

breakfast being served between 

8:00 am and 10:30 am in the Fel-

lowship Hall. 
 

Come, relax, and enjoy this free 

will offering event. 

Our Easter Egg Hunt is on Easter Sun-
day after the 9:00 am service.  This 

event will be organized by our Youth 

Group. 
 

All children welcome, so please join us 

for this “fun-filled” event. 



March Givers 

of Time and Talent 

Acolytes: 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
March 4 Martin Wagner Eily Sitarik 

March 11 Lyndsey Vigna Faith Yetman 

March 18 Avery Rowe  Nicholas Chmielewski 

March 25 Madison Proveaux Michael Lanfranco 

 

 

Altar Guild: Elaine Braun, Diane Simon, and 

  Dorothy Polidoro 

 

 

Counters: Bob Michalski and Anneliese Hoffmann 
 

 

Greeters:     8:30 am   Alma Filzen  

        11:00am   Phyllis Klar 
 

 

Lay Readers  

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
March 4 Keith Brown  Cindy Williams 

March 11 Janelle Berteau Joyce Bodine 

March 18 Joy Krais  Tom Sheridan 

March 25 Jill O’Connor  Barbara Micelli 
 

 

Lay Servers: 

March 4    (8:30am) Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 

March 4  (11:00am) Andrew Chmielewski/Tim O’Connor 

March 18   (8:00am) Obed Gonzalez/Don Cousens 

March 18 (11:00am) Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 
 

 

Ushers: 

  8:30 am:  Joe Filzen, Eleanor Miesemer, Vincent Stulich 

11:00 am:  Gary Stoltz, Linda Stoltz, Donald Tanney, 

Church Council 

Keith Brown    President 848-448-0181 

Thomas Sak   Vice President 848-227-3365 

Olivia Kennedy  Secretary 732-948-8082 

Eileen Seal    Treasurer 732-657-6341 

Barbara Casper  Financial Sec.  732-920-7611 

Danielle Wagner Christian Ed. 732-281-1537 

Vacant   Chr. Outreach   

Don Cousens    Elders  732-371-3722 

Bob Michalski  Property Board 732-276-8299 

Vacant     Shepherds  

Don Cousens (Interim) Stewardship 732-600-7781 

Veronica Miller  Trustees 732-370-3270 
 

Elders 

Don Cousens  732-371-3722  Head Elder 

Andrew Chmielewski 609-458-1373 

Frank Kravchak  732-657-0577 

Alex Lanfranco  732-240-2405 

Timothy O’Connor 732-928-6580 

Thomas Sheridan 732-267-7100 

Mark Vlossak  908-415-5600 
 

Staff, Committee & Group Leaders 
Pastor    Reverend Daniel Berteau 

Music Director   Linda Ashbey 

Deaconess   Helen DeMario 

Administrator   Karen Selepouchin 

Administrative Assistant  Lisa Kane 

Organist   Wendy Craig 

Saturday Evening Organist Peggy Bendel 

Preschool Director  Wendy Talty 

Altar Guild   Elaine Braun 

Greeters   Betty Cousens 

Ladies Society    

Lay Readers   Diane Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent Kelly Kutch 

Ushers    John Kovacs 

Youth Coordinator  Gregory O’Connor 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
 

The cut-off date for the April issue 

of the Redeemer Review is 

Friday, March 16th. 
 

Please submit to redeemermanchester@gmail.com or 

give a written copy to the office.  The Newsletter Team 

will meet on Monday, March 26th at 9:00 am. 

tel:848-448-0181
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PERMIT # 268 

“My heart goes out to those struggling with guilt from the secret sin of abor-

tion—a burden carried by millions. These women and men should not be de-

prived of the forgiveness Jesus earned for them when they have a repentant 

heart. We need to speak up and let them know they can have the forgiveness 

Jesus bought for them through His life, death, and resurrection.” Virginia 

Flo, Lutherans For Life Regional Director of Minnesota – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org (For those who have made an 

abortion decision, there is a Word of Hope, Lutherans For Life’s post-abortion 

healing ministry. Call 888.217.8679 or email info@word-of-hope.org.)  

http://word-of-hope.org/
mailto:info@word-of-hope.org.

