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From Your Pastor’s Desk… 

 

Summer is almost here!  With the crazy long rainy season, where the clouds never seemed to go away, now finally the 

blue skies are beginning to arrive and the warmer weather is beginning to hold.  With summer here that means that the 

festival season of the church is done for this year.  We have gone through the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, 

Lent, and Easter.  Now, in the weeks after Pentecost, we begin the Ordinary Time season of the “Sundays after Pente-

cost.”  Not only are we moving into summer mode, but the public schools are nearly all completed for the year too.  Peo-

ple are getting excited about being done, taking a break, and looking forward to the summer vacation.  Yet, as God’s 

people, do we take a summer vacation from worshiping the Lord and receiving His Word and sacrament?  Statistics usu-

ally show that attendance often drops in the summer.  Does it matter?  Why do we go to the church in the first place? 

 

A dear member of our congregation sent me the following email vignette titled, “Why go to church?”  It went like this…  

 

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to 

church every Sunday.  He wrote:  “I’ve gone to church for thirty years now, and in that time I have heard 

something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them.  So, I think 

I’m wasting my time, and the preachers are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”  As you can imagine 

this letter started a huge controversy in the “letters to the editor” section in the following weeks.  Much to 

the delight of the editor the debate went on for several weeks until someone wrote the following:  “I’ve 

been married for over 30 years now.  In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.  But for the life 

of me, I cannot recall a single menu for a single one of those meals.  But I do know this:  They all nour-

ished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given me those meals, I 

would probably be physically malnourished or dead today”! 

 

As summer approaches I encourage you to come and feast on the heavenly food God promises to give you here at Re-

deemer Lutheran.  Come feast on His Word which is profitable for you in so many ways, building you up with the 

knowledge of God.  Come feast on the Lord’s Supper where He will give your soul the refreshment it needs through the 

forgiveness of sins.  Come be lifted up by your brothers and sisters in Christ who desire to have you feast with them.  

Come lift up your heart and praise the Lord, giving Him your worship. 

 

There are many other exciting things happening at church that can nourish your spiritual life this summer as well.  Fill 

your spiritual tank with us in the Wednesday morning or Sunday Morning Bible Studies.  Get involved with Vacation 

Bible School.  Come to the Tuesday night Women’s Bible Study.  Have fun fellowshipping at the First Friday Fellow-

ships.  Be a part of this year’s Oktoberfest leadership team.  As St. Paul says in Hebrews 10:25, let’s “not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.  Indeed!  Come, receive, and be blessed! 

 

May God richly bless you, Pastor Berteau 



Food Bank News 
submitted by Lisa Kane 

 

Summer is upon us and the Food 

Pantry shelves are in good shape 

for the next few weeks.  Though if 

you are looking to donate any  

non-perishables as part of your outreach, we 

could always use:  macaroni & cheese, juice, 

jelly, and tuna.  NO vegetables at this time, 

though we will never turn down donations. 

Please keep us in mind whether it be through 

prayer or a donation as our outreach continues; 

thank you all! 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from a 

food basket, have them call Social Services at 

732-349-1500 and request a food basket.  So-

cial Services will connect them to Ocean County 

Hunger Relief where they will schedule an ap-

pointment for them to come in to receive their 

basket. We are open each Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Treasury Note – April 2018 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Seal, Treasurer 

 

 

 Monthly Income Total  $  26,394.15 

 Monthly Expense Total  $  23,097.61 

 Difference    $   -3,296.54 
    

 YTD Income Total  $  78,783.40 

 YTD Expense Total  $  95,300.69 

 YTD Difference   $ -16,517.29 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

This year’s theme is Splash Canyon God’s 

Promise on Life’s Wild Ride! Save the 

dates of August 6-10, 2018; 9am to 

12:30pm.  Open to 3 year olds (must be 

potty trained) through 6th grade. 
 

 

We are on the hunt for volunteers for the following positions: 

Registration Coordinator/Helpers, Publicity Coordinator, 

Decorating Coordinator/Helpers, Child-Care Coordinator/

Helpers, Photographer, Volunteer Recruitment Coordinator,  

Phone/Email Coordinator, Storytelling Helper, Bible Chal-

lenge Helpers, Game Leader/Helpers, Craft Site Leader/

Helpers, Pre-School Helpers, Small Group Leaders – all 

grades (15), Youth Helpers. 
 

 

If you can help out in anyway, please see Danielle Wagner or 

Kelly Kutch. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

REGISTRATION 

(One form per child, please.) 

 
Student Name:  _________________ 

 

Age/DOB:  ______________________ 

 

Gender:  Male/Female 

 

Grade Entering:  ________________ 

 

Home Church (if applicable):  ______ 

_______________________________ 

 

Allergies:  ______________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

Medical Issues or Special Needs:  __ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:  __________ 

_______________________________ 

 

Street Address:  ________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip:  ________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

Email:  ________________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

Home Phone No.:  ________________ 

 

Cell Phone No.:  __________________ 

 

Emergency Contact Name/No.:  ____ 

_______________________________ 

 

General Information:  ____________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 
 

Please call Danielle Wagner at 

732-281-1537 with any questions. 



 

Beginning June 10th Sunday Worship is at 10:00 am (only). 

Saturday Worship remains at 4:00 pm. 

Nursery News 
submitted by Wendy Talty 

 

Our school year is quickly coming to an 

end. We can hardly believe it.  We have 

learned so much and made such great friendships.  It will 

be sad to see our 5 year olds go on the kindergarten but 

they are ready!  
 

We've been very busy.  The trip to the Discovery Mu-

seum was wonderful.  We were so proud of our children 

as they enjoyed all the displays.  Our mother's enjoyed 

sharing the afternoon with their children at our Mother's 

Day Tea and Dance Party.  We are hoping for a sunny 

day when we go to Riverwood Park.  We have been 

watching caterpillars change into butterflies and pupa 

into ladybugs.  It is so exciting. 
 

We will invite our families to join us for our Family Fun 

Day Picnic, with games and treats.  We are looking ahead 

for the last day of school on Friday, June 8th.  The chil-

dren are practicing for our Closing Program on June 8th 

at 7 pm.  Lots to do ! 
 

We are still accepting registration for the 2018-2019 

school year.  If you are interested please contact me at 

732-657-0333 or come in to visit us at any time.  We 

would love to meet you! 
 

Keep us in your thoughts and prayers! 

 

God Bless, Wendy Talty 

Summer “Son”shine Youth Hour 
 

Beginning June 10th at 9:00 am the Summer “Son”shine 

with Mission Friends will start as a continuation of our 

Sunday School program during the summer months.  

There will be stories and crafts for kids ages pre-school 

through sixth grade.  Please join us! 
 

Please see Deaconess Helen or Danielle Wagner with any 

questions.  Also, if you are planning for your family to 

take part in this program, if possible, we would like to 

know that as well so it can be planned accordingly. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Submitted by Kelly Kutch 
 

Summer is right around the corner 

and our last day of Sunday School 

will be on June 3rd.  What a wonder-

ful year we have had with our amazing teachers and 

students.  I want to take this time to thank all 

those who have helped this year, our teachers:  

Danielle Wagner, Deaconess Helen/Jenelle Berteau, 

Katie Gould, Julie Woods, Krystal Sears, Melanie 

Yetman, and a big thank you to Pastor Berteau and 

Obed Gonzalez for helping with our opening and in-

spiring the children with God's Word. 
 

Have a wonderful summer and we will see you all 

next September!  May God Bless You!!! 
 

Thank you, Kelly Kutch 

 

Congregational Voters’ Meeting 
 

 

DATE:  June 3, 2018 
 

 

TIME:  1:00 pm 
 

 

Calling all members, there will be a covered-dish 

Fellowship Meal immediately following the late 

service prior to the meeting.  Please share your fa-

vorite dish.  See you there! 
 

 

All members are encouraged to 

attend this most important meeting. 

 

Congratulations to Our 

Confirmands 

 

Matthew Wayne Bryant 

 

Catherine Ashley Love Mascaro 

 

Avery Frank Rowe 

 

Eily Noelle Sitarik 

 

Lyndsey J. Vigna 

 

Brendon George Williams 

 

Faith Ashley Yetman 

 

May God continue to bless you all! 



 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

This month we conclude our 
study of the Divine Service.      
The Service of the Sacrament 
begins with the Preface, an ancient dialogue be-
tween the Pastor and the congregation, reminding 
us that we worship together with the invisible 
church of all time…”with angels and archangels 
and all the company of heaven”.  We then sing the 
Sanctus, the hymn of the angels described in 
Isaiah!  After remembering the holiness of God, we 
thank Him for the redemption prepared for us in 
the Prayer of Thanksgiving.  We also pray for the 
Holy Spirit’s help to strengthen our faith.  It is 
faith in God’s promise, strengthened by the Holy 
Spirit, that makes us worthy and prepared to re-
ceive His body and blood.   
 

Following the Lord’s Prayer, the Pastor uses 
Christ’s own words to consecrate (set apart) the 
bread and wine for God’s special use. These 
Words of Institution, make clear that Christ 
gives His body and blood “in, with and under” the 
bread and wine.  In the singing of the Agnus Dei, 
we hear the words of John the Baptist pointing to 
Jesus as the only sacrifice; the Lamb of God slain 
for the sins of the world.   
 

The Distribution of the elements is done in many 
ways, depending on the layout and size of the 
church and the   congregation.  This should never 
become a subject of discord, but rather an appre-
ciation of what is occurring, meditating on the 
words “given and shed for you”.  After receiving 
His gifts, we thank God with one of the post-
communion canticles, “Thank the Lord” or 
Simeon’s Song, the Nunc Dimittis. 
 

The service is ended with the Collect, thanking 
God for both strengthening our faith and 
strengthening us to serve one another.  What a 
wonderful blessing we then hear from our Pastor, 
“The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord 
make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace. Amen 
 

Your sister in Christ, Deaconess Helen  

Please Remember Our 

Homebound Members 
 

The following people are on our list: 
 

Justine Applegate, Norma Brown, Vera Burns, Isaac Cerpa, 

Brenda Davis, Harold DeMellier, Joyce Dibble, Jeanette DiS-

ciullo, Don Eelman, Carol Faulkner, Jean Fedos, Mary Gall, 

Arvella Gibbs, Louise Halama, Henry Hilbert, Joan & Lou Kel-

ler, Carol Malloy, John Marvin, Valerie Marvin, Joan Mykulak, 

Jere & Gloria O’Neill, Anne Shintay, Gertrude Strick, Theresa 

Tanney, Ingeborg Ward, Anita Wiegand. 
 

*Please ask Deaconess Helen for an updated address list of our 

shut-ins if you would like to send them cards.  

Friday, June 1st 

6:00 pm 
 

Come to a backyard barbe-

cue at Pastor and Janelle's 

home! 
 

Hamburgers and hot dogs 

will be provided by the 

church, and you are asked 

to bring a picnic-type side 

dish.  The fire pit will be 

burning for S'mores for 

dessert.  Come fellowship 

with us and get to know 

your church family better!  

Grills will be hot and ready 

to go at 6:00 pm. The ad-

dress is 72 Clayton Ave. in 

Toms River.  See you then!  
 

All are welcome! 

“… the joy of the Lord is 

our strength!” 

Nehemiah 8:10 

HELP NEEDED 
 

Redeemer is looking for volun-

teers to help set-up a “booth” 

from 11:30 am-1:30 pm on Satur-

day, June 30th at Harry Wright 

Lake in Whiting.  We are also in need of vol-

unteers to man the booth for 1 hour shifts 

during the Manchester Day event, from 2 pm 

to 9 pm, to hand out water bottles and church 

pamphlets.  If you are interested in helping 

to spread the Good News during a fun-filled 

day please see Danielle Wagner or look for 

sign-up sheets in the Narthex. 

A Thank You Note 

 

Thank you all for your cards and well 

wishes.  Your prayers and blessing are 

most appreciated. 

 

God bless you all, Alma Filzen 

https://maps.google.com/?q=72+Clayton+Ave&entry=gmail&source=g


Memorials 
 

Contributions for departed loved ones may be given 

at anytime during the year. You will find the Memo-

rial Cards and envelopes by the Guest Book and also 

on a table in the Narthex. Complete the card and 

drop it off at the office, mail it, or drop it into the of-

fering plate making sure it is clearly noted that it is 

a memorial gift.  Peace be with you. 

President’s Message 
 

It was great to see the congregation gather together 

for one service back on May 6th for our 'Retirement 

of Debt Celebration.'  I thank all of you that helped 

out with the event – from those that brought in food 

to those who stayed and cleaned up after the event.  

It's great seeing the many hands at work.  I hope we 

can continue with the large gathering of worshipers 

we had on May 6th as we head into the summer 

months.  Don't forget we are having one 10:00 a.m. 

worship service starting Sunday, June 10th. 
 

Wow, the year is half over.  It seems as though the 

older I get, the faster time goes by.  We still have 

many things to accomplish over the next 6 months 

and I know with your help we can get things done.  

One of the most important things we need to do is fill 

our open Church Council positions.  We are putting a 

plan in place to communicate what positions are open 

and their associated duties and responsibilities.  Some 

of these positions are very crucial to the administra-

tive functioning of Redeemer.  If we approach you to 

fill one of these positions, prayerfully consider join-

ing our Church Council. 
 

We are also planning a few other things in the com-

ing months.  Keep your eye out for announcements in 

the Narthex, Newsletter, and Sunday Church bulletin. 
 

God's Peace to all of you, 
 

Keith Brown 

Elder’s View 
 

What do we do now?. . . 

 

That is the question that was put to Redeemer during 

the very special service on May 6th.  So, how do we 

answer the question.  The answers are many.  Some 

might say, “Our prayers have been answered, now we 

can relax a little bit.”  Others might say, “Let’s focus 

on the items we need to improve the facility.”  These 

and many other answers are not unreasonable.  I 

would like to look back for a moment.  Over the last 

decade Redeemer has had many challenges, vacan-

cies, financial challenges, and other issues.  Yet with 

all the challenges our loving and gracious God has 

never abandoned us.  Just when we thought things 

would be too difficult, our God has always provided 

Redeemer with what we needed to keep going. 
 

So, WHY?  Why do you think He has kept providing 

for us?  His love for us first, but after that there can 

be only one reason, He has work for us to do. 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, are we going to ignore 

the love he has shown us, are we going to ignore the 

gifts that He has provided us?  Let us come together 

and commit to doubling our efforts to doing His 

work.  Let us start now to begin the discussion that 

will lead us to understanding His plan for us.  Let His 

will guide us--not ours.  I can’t say that I know ex-

actly the course He would have us follow.  I do know 

this, putting His will and His work first can only 

mean a bright and effective future for Redeemer.  Let 

us all join in the journey that will lead us to doing the 

work that He has planned for us. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Don Cousens, 

Head Elder 

Bible Study 
 

Pastor Berteau is leading two Adult 

Bible Studies, on Wednesdays at 

10:00 am (10:30am during Advent 

and Lent) covering the “52 Important Chapters In 

A Year” and also on Sunday mornings at 9:00am 

covering the “Book of the Revelation of Jesus 

Christ.”  Both are held in the Fellowship Hall, 

please join us--all are welcome! 

The Newsletter Folding team is look-

ing to fill-out its current “roster” due 

recent retirements.  No uniform 

needed or skill, just good ole’ fash-

ioned teamwork.  If you have 1 hour 

a month to spare (usually the last 

Monday of the month) please come 

and try it out; we start at 9:30 am.  



June/July Givers of 

Time and Talent 

Acolytes: 
  8:30am       10:00am 
June 3  Nicholas Chmielewski     Abigale Williams 

  10:00am 
June 10  Faith Yetman 

June 17  Jeremiah Oswald 

June 24  Charolette Moreno 

July 1  Catherine Mascaro 

July 8  Avery Rowe 

July 15  Layla Bryant 

July 22  Brian Kutch 

July 29  Eily Sitarik 
 

 

Altar Guild: June: Vera Arbotofsky, Melissa Mascaro, 

   Linda Sak, Wilma Tanney 
  July: Evelyn Gonzalez, Ingid Jackson, 

   Phylis Klar 
 

 

Counters: June:  Bob Michalski/Carol Corbally 

  July:   Bob Michalski/Anneliese Hoffmann 
 

Greeters:    June 10:00 am:  Jack and Judy Nordfors 

        July 10:00 am:  Jill O’Connor 
 

 

Lay Readers 
  8:30 am  10:00 am 
June 3  Janelle Berteau Joyce Bodine 

  10:00 am 
June 10  Keith Brown 

June 17  Barbara Micelli 

June 24  Diane Mueller 

July 1  Tom Sheridan 

July 8  Bruce Stephens 

July 15  Janelle Berteau 

July 22  Cindy Williams 

July 29  Joyce Bodine 
 

 

Lay Servers: 
June 3 (8:30 am)    Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 

June 3 (11:00 am)  Andrew Chmielewski/Tim O’Connor 

June 10 (10:00 am) Obed Gonzalez/Don Cousens 

June 17 (10:00am) Obed Gonzalez/Don Cousens 

July 1 (10:00 am)   Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 

July 8 (10:00 am)   Andrew Chmielewski/Tim O’Connor 

July 15 (10:00 am) Obed Gonzalez/Don Cousens 

July 22 (10:00 am) Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 

July 29 (10:00 am) Obed Gonzalez/Don Cousens 
 

 

Ushers: 
June 10:00 am:  Wilhelm Lange, Tim O’Connor, John Kovacs 

July 10:00 am:   Bill Taggart, Dick Ashbey, John Nordfors, 

             Greg O’Connor 

Church Council 

Keith Brown    President 848-448-0181 

Thomas Sak   Vice President 848-227-3365 

Olivia Kennedy  Secretary 732-948-8082 

Eileen Seal    Treasurer 732-657-6341 

Barbara Casper  Financial Sec.  732-920-7611 

Danielle Wagner Christian Ed. 732-281-1537 

Vacant   Chr. Outreach   

Don Cousens    Elders  732-371-3722 

Vacant   Property Board 732-276-8299 

Vacant     Shepherds  

Don Cousens (Interim) Stewardship 732-600-7781 

Veronica Miller  Trustees 732-370-3270 
 

Elders 

Don Cousens  732-371-3722  Head Elder 

Andrew Chmielewski 609-458-1373 

Frank Kravchak  732-657-0577 

Alex Lanfranco  732-240-2405 

Timothy O’Connor 732-928-6580 

Thomas Sheridan 732-267-7100 

Mark Vlossak  908-415-5600 
 

Staff, Committee & Group Leaders 
Pastor    Reverend Daniel Berteau 

Music Director   Linda Ashbey 

Deaconess   Helen DeMario 

Administrator   Karen Selepouchin 

Administrative Assistant  Lisa Kane 

Organist   Wendy Craig 

Saturday Evening Organist Peggy Bendel 

Preschool Director  Wendy Talty 

Altar Guild   Elaine Braun 

Greeters   Betty Cousens 

Ladies Society    

Lay Readers   Diane Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent Kelly Kutch 

Ushers    John Kovacs 

Youth Coordinator  Gregory O’Connor 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
 

The cut-off date for the August is-

sue of the Redeemer Review is 

Friday, July 13th. 
 

Please submit to redeemermanchester@gmail.com or 

give a written copy to the office.  The Newsletter Team 

will meet on Monday, July 23rd at 9:30 am. 

tel:848-448-0181




 
Redeemer Lutheran Church of Manchester    

2309 Route 70 East 
Manchester, NJ 08759-4751 

Phone: (732) 657-2828 
 

Website: www.redeemermanchester.org 
 

Church office email address: redeemermanchester@gmail.com 

Pastor Berteau’s email address: rlcmpastor@gmail.com 
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          Worship Services                                            Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
September -June    Sundays 8:30 am & 11:00 am                    September - June   9:45 am to 10:45 am 
June - September   Sundays 10:00 am 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm  
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PERMIT # 268 

“Arguments from some about when life begins, which inex-

cusably focus on eliminating the rights of the baby in the 

womb, are a perfect opportunity to speak the truth in love. 

We need to do this because this is not an abstract issue. It is 

a matter of life and death.” Virginia Flo, Lutherans For Life 

Regional Director of Minnesota – A Life Quote from Luther-

ans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  


