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From Your Pastor’s Desk…  
 

 

Grace and Peace be to you as I write this first newsletter of 2018!  Time seems to be flying by these 

days as we have journeyed through the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany. You should be receiving 

this newsletter just about the time we turn our calendars to February.  No doubt as we continue our 

journey into February 2018, we will see what we always see at this time of year.  The drug stores and 

department stores will begin being filled with all kinds of red and pink items.  Elementary school 

teachers and their children will begin making Valentines for parents.  Those in love will begin feeling 

the stress of thinking what kind of appropriate gift they should get for their Special Precious.  Hearts 

will be everywhere for it is the season of love. 

 

At Redeemer Lutheran Church of Manchester, we too will begin the season of love.  It just so happens 

that this year, Valentine’s Day, is also Ash Wednesday–the day that the season of Lent begins.  There 

probably couldn’t be a better day for Valentine’s Day if you think about it.  For on Ash Wednesday we 

begin the six week journey specifically set aside to focus on the Journey of love that Jesus Christ un-

dertook to redeem you and me from our sin.  What an amazing gift of love God in Christ gave to His 

bride, the Church.  Jesus didn’t just mail off a Valentine of love from heaven.  No, He journeyed from 

the Mount of Transfiguration up into Jerusalem, knowing that the end of His earthly journey was com-

ing on a cross of execution.  In the Bible, in 1 John chapter four God says to us that:    This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  In-

deed, Jesus showed His immense love for you and me that He would undergo being mocked and 

beaten, flogged and executed in a gruesome crucifixion all so that we might be freed from sin and death 

forever and one day be with Him in heaven. 

 

This Ash Wednesday (Valentine’s Day) we will begin focusing on this great journey of love that Jesus 

endured for us all.  Ash Wednesday will begin our own six week journey through Lent.  Each Wednes-

day we will gather for a meal together and then gather together to worship our God of love and grace.  

Each week, our Lenten journey will begin in the Old Testament and will continue into the New Testa-

ment, pointing us to the joy that is ours on account of Christ Jesus.  We will journey with Jesus from 

Garden to Garden, Mountain to Mountain, Tree to Tree, focusing our attention on the immeasurable 

love and distance that God had to journey to ensure that we would be with Him in heaven when our 

earthly journey is done.     

 

I invite you to join with us each Wednesday this Lenten season as we remember the immeasurable love 

of God that caused our Savior, Jesus Christ to Journey to the cross and tomb for us.  Come, eat, fellow-

ship, worship, and be filled with the love of God throughout these next forty days.  
 

May God bless you richly, 

 

Pastor Berteau 



Food Bank News 
submitted by Lisa Kane 

 

The pantry shelves are surpris-
ingly well stocked in certain food 

“categories” and we thank you all for your gen-
erous donations.  Having said that there are 
some areas that need replenishment.  Please 
consider donating any of the following much 

needed items:  canned tuna, peanut butter, 

jelly, muffin mix, canned fruit, juice, cof-

fee, or tea.  Due to the generous giving during 

the holiday season, we kindly ask, please 

please NO vegetables at this time.  If you 
are able to pick-up even one of the needed 
items you are making a difference.  Thank you 
to all for your most recent donations and 
prayers.  Please continue to keep us in your 
prayers as we continue this outreach through-
out the year. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from a 
food basket, have them call Social Services at 
732-349-1500 and request a food basket.  So-
cial Services will connect them to Ocean 
County Hunger Relief where they will schedule 
an appointment for them to come in to receive 
their basket.  We are open each Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 am to 1:00 
pm. 

Memorials 
 

Memorials given since our last newsletter have been 

given in memory of: 
 

Mildred Polacek           
 

Contributions for departed loved ones may be given at 

anytime during the year. You will find the Memorial 

Cards and envelopes by the Guest Book and also on a 

table in the Narthex. Complete the card and drop it off at 

the office, mail it, or drop it into the offering plate mak-

ing sure it is clearly noted that it is a memorial gift.  
 

Peace be with you, Marilyn Tipping 

Shepherds’ Corner 
 

To All Shepherds: 
 

Please note: 
  

Due to the unavailability of so many of our Shep-

herds at the monthly meetings, there will be no 

scheduled meetings until further notice.  Thank 

you! 
 

God's blessings, 

Marilyn Tipping, Chairperson 

Nursery News 
submitted by Wendy Talty 

 

We are keeping very busy at school on these 

cold winter days.  Our bear cave is up, we have 

penguins on the walls, and snowball fights for play.  We are 

practicing our songs to sing in church this month and a Valen-

tine’s Day party is planned with goodies, games, and cards!!!! 
 

We will be visiting Jenkinson's Aquarium and Insectropolis 

this month with our Pre-K class. 
 

Registration for the 2018-2019 school year will be beginning 

soon.  If you are interested in some information please call me 

at 732-657-0333 or come visit us! 
 

God Bless, Wendy Talty 

Treasury Note – December 2017 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Seal, Treasurer 

 

 

   Monthly Income Total  $  30,071.00 

   Monthly Expense Total  $  21,215.44 

   Difference    $    8,855.56 
    

   YTD Income Total     $244,495.73 

   YTD Expense Total   $284,480.81 

   YTD Difference   $ -39,985.08 

Redeemer Youth Group rang in 2018 

with a New Year’s kick-off event on 

January 21st to welcome youth from 

5th to 8th grade.  This past year 

brought the blessing of Greg O’Connor and Katie 

Gould to serve as youth leaders and we are so ex-

cited for this year of new beginnings where we will 

grow our faith and share our love of Jesus through 

worship, service to others, and fellowship.  Please 

check Facebook and the church bulletin for upcoming 

youth meetings and events.  If you have any questions 

or need more information, please let us know. 

Vacation Bible School 
Our Vacation Bible School theme is Splash 

Canyon – God’s Promise on God’s Wild Ride.  

I know you’re probably saying, “Vacation 

Bible School? That’s months away.  I don’t need to think 

about that now--in February.”  Vacation Bible School 

takes months of preparation and planning and it all starts 

with you.  How can you help and support our Vacation Bi-

ble School this year?  If you’re as excited as I am and 

can’t wait, please see me, Danielle Wagner. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Submitted by Kelly Kutch 
 

Happy New Year!!!  Can you believe 

that it is already 2018?  We have 

had an amazing year here at Re-

deemer.  We have been blessed with amazing 

teachers and students in our Sunday School 

classes this past year.  Thank you all and may this 

new year bless you. 
 

We had a wonderful Christmas Pageant; the chil-

dren did a great job!  Thank you to Janelle 

Berteau for choosing and teaching the children 

some outstanding songs and music.  They really 

enjoyed the songs and you could see their love 

for Jesus as they sang.  Thank you to Danielle 

Wagner for putting on an amazing show.  All the 

children enjoyed playing the different 

roles.  Deaconess Helen--thank you for writing 

such a wonderful play for our students and con-

gregation to enjoy.  And lastly, thank you to all 

the teachers who helped with the pageant, it 

wouldn't have been possible without all of you; 

your hard work showed. 
 

Sunday School is back in full swing and we are 

excited to learn about Jesus and how much He 

loves us.  I look forward to another fun and ex-

citing year.  We are always looking for volunteers 

to help in our Sunday School classes.  Contact me 

for more  information at  kkutch20@comcast.net 
or 732-547-1500. Thank you and may God bless you! 

Come One, Come All! 
to the 

First Friday Fellowship 
at 

Redeemer Lutheran 
 
Redeemer is excited to announce 
that we are having a First Friday 
Fellowship.  Please join us for an 
evening consisting of a potluck din-
ner followed by our guest speaker: 

 

Pastor Jim Douthwaite 
SELC District Circuit Visitor 

 

Pastor Douthwaite will host an open 
forum talk and a Q&A for all who 
attend.  
 

When:  Friday, February 2nd 
Time: 6:00 pm (Potluck Dinner) 
 

See you there! 

2017 Contribution Statements 

are now available.  They are lo-
cated on a table in the Narthax.  

Pick-up your statement on Sun-
day.  Thank you. 

Flower Dedications 
 

On most Sundays through-out the 

year for $23.00 you can dedicate 

an altar flower bouquet celebrating 
milestones, special occasions, or honoring or me-

morializing loved ones.  All you need to do is fill 

out a date in the Flower Book and place your 

$23.00 (cash or check) in the “mailbox” next to the 

Flower Book which is located in the Narthex.  Af-

ter the late service you are free to take the bouquet 

home, donate it to a shut-in, or come back by 
Tuesday to pick-up.  It is that easy.  Stop by the 

book today to see if any dates you may want to use 

are available. 

Thank you so much to my dear Re-

deemer family for remembering me at 
Christmas with your many cards, 

warm wishes, and your loving Christ-
mas gift.  Your generosity is greatly ap-
preciated.  I pray that our Lord would 

continue to bless each and every one of 
you during the coming year! 
 

Deaconess Helen  

mailto:kkutch20@comcast.net
tel:(732)%20547-1500


Dear friends in Christ, 
 

At the start of a new year, we often 
make plans and resolutions; we 
want to start things off with a good 
beginning.  As we continue to look 

at the parts of the Divine Service, we see that the 
church also believes we should start off with a 
good beginning.   Last month we looked at the In-
vocation and the remembrance of our baptism.  
This first part of the service, Confession and Ab-
solution, is crucial because right at the start we 
acknowledge who we are and “whose we are”. 
 

We confess before God and before one another 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  
We have all sinned and we also know that there is 
nothing humanly possible to change our sinful 
condition.  This is who we are. This is why we 
turn to God for mercy; not because we deserve it, 
but because Jesus has paid for our sins with His 
blood on the cross.  We ask for God’s grace for Je-
sus’ sake. 
 

The Pastor then speaks the words of absolution or 
forgiveness in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. We should receive this 
forgiveness as from God Himself because “It is not 
the voice or word of the man who speaks it, but it 
is the Word of God, who forgives sin, for it is spo-
ken in God’s stead and by God’s com-
mand” (Augsburg Confession XXV 3) see Matthew 
18:18 and John 20:23. 
 

By beginning with confession and absolution, we 
can then hear God’s Word and receive His Body 
and Blood, knowing that God, our heavenly Fa-
ther, looks on us as His dear children.  This is 
Whose we are!  We have been adopted into His 
family, heirs with Jesus Christ!  
 

Now when we hear the absolution we can remem-
ber the words from Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, let 
us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool.” 
 

Your sister in Christ, Deaconess Helen  

Please Remember Our 

Homebound Members 
 

The following people are on our list: 
 

Justine Applegate, Vera Burns, Isaac Cerpa, Joyce Dibble, 

Jeanette DiSciullo, Mary Gall, Louise Halama, Henry Hilbert, 

Valerie Marvin, Jere & Gloria O’Neill, Anne Shintay, Mary 

Smith, Gertrude Strick, Theresa Tanney, Ingeborg Ward. 
 

*Please ask Deaconess Helen for an updated address list of our 

shut-ins if you would like to send them cards.  

Bible Study 
 

Pastor Berteau is leading two Adult Bi-

ble Studies, on Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

(10:30am during Advent and Lent) 

covering the “52 Important Chapters In A Year” and 

also on Sunday mornings between services covering 

“Study of the Christian Faith.”  Both are held in the 

Fellowship Hall, please join us—all are welcome! 

A Mother’s Thank you! 
 

To my Redeemer family. . .words cannot express the 

gratitude and heartfelt thanks that my family and I 

have in our hearts for all that my church family has 

done for my son Aaron Kane in the time of need due 

to a catastrophic injury at work.  Please continue 

your thoughts and prayers.  Thank you all!  
 

God’s blessing, Lisa Kane  

3rd ANNUAL 
 

“LET YOUR HEART-BURN FOR JESUS, 
CHILI COOK OFF” 

 

Can anyone guess who our reigning Chili Champion is?  

Here’s a couple clues…she sings in the choir, she at-

tends the Women’s Bible Study, she is sweet and kind.  

Can you guess?  It’s our very own, Lenore Kuter!!  

We’re hoping Lenore returns with her award winning 

chili, as we hope all of you join us in this fun day of 

fellowship, food tasting, and laughter!!  Don’t be 

afraid to enter your chili, you never know if yours is 

the one to win!!  Also, for the rest of the congrega-

tion, we NEED lots of taste testers!!  What better 

way to spend a few hours after church, then fellow-

shipping with fellow Christians, over a nice cup of hot 

chili!! 
 

So we expect to see you all there on: 

Sunday, February 25th 
(immediately following the 11:00 am Service) 

 

Come “Let Your Heart-Burn for Jesus”! 



President’s Message 
 

FISHERS OF MEN 
 

Well it's the beginning of a new year.  Most organiza-

tions are busy developing a number of goals they 

wish to accomplish during the year.  Often times their 

goals are too lofty for their personnel or members.  

With that in mind we are keeping things simple this 

year.  We have two goals – 'Grow Our Membership' 

and 'Grow Our Attendance.'   
 

Grow Our Membership 
 

If we want to increase our membership by 5%, 10%, 

etc., we first we need to know how many members 

we truly have.  There are people on our membership 

list that have moved, are attending other churches, or 

not attending regularly.  We need to reach out to 

these people to ensure they are still a member of Re-

deemer. 
 

We also need to make sure we have correct contact 

information for our members (home address, email 

address, preferred contact phone number).  In con-

junction with this update, we will try to develop a 

better database of 'talents.’  For example, are you a 

painter, plumber, accountant, writer, fundraiser, elec-

trician, landscaper, cook, teacher, or musician.  We 

can often use your talents when the need arises. 
 

We hope to have our updated membership list by the 

end of March.  During the year any activities we have, 

let's focus our efforts on growing our membership.  
 

Grow Our Attendance 
 

We need to constantly grow attendance not only at 

Sunday and special services, but at all church activi-

ties -  bible studies, picnics, youth events, church 

cleanup, women's events, etc.  A church can have a 

thousand members on their roster, but if only 100 at-

tend services regularly or any church events; are there 

really only 100 members?  Once we have a more ac-

curate membership list we can focus our efforts on 

reaching out to members that do not fellowship regu-

larly.  And by having correct contact information, we 

can better reach out to all members to alert or remind 

them about upcoming church activities. 
 

In closing, help us, Lord, to be good fishermen. By 

your Spirit, empower us to speak and live the truth of 

the Gospel.  May we reach out to those who are 

needy and hurting, offering your gift of life. 
 

God's Peace, Keith Brown 

Elder’s View 
 

1 Peter 4:10 ESV  As each has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 

grace:  
 

John 3:27 ESV  John answered, “A person cannot re-

ceive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.  
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  I sit here in 

front of my computer wondering how to say what is in 

my heart.  I have used many articles writing about stew-

ardship and I am sure you are getting tired of reading 

them.  So, I thought I would try to explain why I believe 

stewardship is so important to my wife and me.  In our 

early days some might have thought of us as good stew-

ards and, in fact, we ourselves may have thought the 

same.  But as we grew in Christ and with the help of 

another couple, we began to understand that service was 

only part of what it means to be a good steward.  While 

we both had served in the two congregations we had 

been part of, our giving fell far short of tithing.  Like 

many young couples our habit, when the offering plate 

came around, was to reach into our pockets and see 

what we felt we could spare. The couple I referred to 

were older than Betty and I and were wonderful stew-

ards.  I was assisting our Pastor teaching the confirma-

tion class during Sunday School and he asked that I 

spend a few classes talking about Stewardship. I instinc-

tively new that I wasn’t the best person to teach Stew-

ardship, so I asked this couple to come one Sunday and 

share their testimony.  They agreed to do it and that 

Sunday my life and shortly afterword’s Betty’s would 

be changed forever.  Sounds dramatic doesn’t it?  How-

ever, it is totally accurate. What convinced us that 

something had to change?  Well, first the couple helped 

us understand through their witness and scripture that 

service was only part of God’s view of stewardship. 

They shared with the class that they were faithful tithers 

and how from the moment they started tithing to that 

very day, their lives became less stressful, fuller, and 

more complete.  My friends, Betty and I can share that 

same story.  It wasn’t easy and our beginning was diffi-

cult but with much and fits and starts we eventually be-

came faithful tithers. We came to understand what it 

means to be joyful givers. I share this not to brag, but I 

hope that it will cause you to look at your stewardship 

life and if you realize that you too fall short in the stew-

ardship area of your life, you will consider making 

changes. This space will not allow me to share our 

whole journey so if you believe that a talk with Betty 

and I would help you please do not hesitate to contact 

us. 
 

Don Cousens, Head Elder 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A27&version=ESV


February Givers 

of Time and Talent 

Acolytes: 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
February 4 TBD   TBD 

February 11 TBD   TBD 

February 18 TBD   TBD 

February 25 TBD   TBD 
 

 

Altar Guild: Evelyn, Gonzalez, Ingrid Jackson, 

  and Phyllis Klar 

 

Counters: Bob Michalski and Anneliese Hoffmann 
 

 

Greeters:     8:30 am   Eleanor Miesemer  

        11:00am   Carole Richter 
 

 

Lay Readers  

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
February 4 Joy Krais  Cindy Williams 

February 11 Joe Milko  Jill O’Connor 

February 18 Don Cousens  Barbara Micelli 

February 25 Greg O’Connor Bruce Stephens 
 

 

Lay Servers: 

February 4    (8:30am) Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 

February 4  (11:00am) Andrew Chmielewski/Tim O’Connor 

February18   (8:00am) Obed Gonzalez/Don Cousens 

February18 (11:00am) Tom Sheridan/Keith Brown 
 

 

Ushers: 

  8:30 am: John Glover, Frank Misura, Bob Deppe 

11:00 am: Bob Bodine, Dave Bodine, Thomas Sak 

Church Council 

Keith Brown    President 848-448-0181 

Thomas Sak   Vice President 848-227-3365 

Olivia Kennedy  Secretary 732-948-8082 

Eileen Seal    Treasurer 732-657-6341 

Barbara Casper  Financial Sec.  732-920-7611 

Danielle Wagner Christian Ed. 732-281-1537 

Vacant   Chr. Outreach  908-910-4111 

Don Cousens    Elders  732-371-3722 

Bob Michalski  Property Board 732-276-8299 

Marilyn Tipping   Shepherds 732-350-4009 

Don Cousens (Interim) Stewardship 732-600-7781 

Veronica Miller  Trustees 732-370-3270 
 

Elders 

Don Cousens  732-371-3722  Head Elder 

Andrew Chmielewski 609-458-1373 

Frank Kravchak  732-657-0577 

Alex Lanfranco  732-240-2405 

Timothy O’Connor 732-928-6580 

Thomas Sheridan 732-267-7100 

Mark Vlossak  732-657-6155 
 

Staff, Committee & Group Leaders 
Pastor    Reverend Daniel Berteau 

Choir Director   Linda Ashbey 

Deaconess   Helen DeMario 

Administrator   Karen Selepouchin 

Administrative Assistant  Lisa Kane 

Organist   Roberta Ward 

Saturday Evening Organist Peggy Bendel 

Preschool Director  Wendy Talty 

Altar Guild   Elaine Braun 

Greeters   Betty Cousens 

Ladies Society    

Lay Readers   Diane Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent Kelly Kutch 

Ushers    John Kovacs 

Youth Coordinator  Gregory O’Connor 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
 

The cut-off date for the March issue 

of the Redeemer Review is 

Friday, February 16th. 
 

Please submit to redeemermanchester@gmail.com or 

give a written copy to the office.  The Newsletter Team 

will meet on Monday, February 26th at 9:00 am. February 14th 

tel:848-448-0181
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          Worship Services                                            Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
September -June    Sundays 8:30 am & 11:00 am                    September - June   9:45 am to 10:45 am 
June - September   Sundays 8:30 am & 10:00 am 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm  
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PERMIT # 268 

“In a sense, that is where man is today … dead in sin, awaiting 

the Exodus led by the Son of Man, the new Moses, into eternal 

life, undoing the separation of soul and body at death. Lent (and 

the weakness of our mortal flesh) reminds us of this separation, 

our sin. Easter reveals to us the Exodus, Christ’s life that sets us 

free and brings us home.” James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of 

St. James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org  


