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From Your Pastor’s Desk…  

From the very beginning, in the Garden of Eden, God had promised Adam and Eve and the whole 

world that one day He would send someone who would crush the head of the devil who had seduced 

Adam and Eve to rebel against God (Genesis 3:15).  From that fateful day in the garden, mankind 

longed to see the day when they could rejoice that the devil had been crushed.  Charles Wesley once 

wrote a hymn that we sing each Advent, remembering that longing for a savior.  He wrote: “Come 

Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free; From our fears and sins release us; Let us find 

our rest in Thee. Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, Dear desire of every 

nation, Joy of every longing heart.”  In that hymn Wesley captured the essence of the longing of man-

kind to see the Messiah be born that would bring joy and salvation to all mankind. --And you know the 

Christmas truth when that longing was fulfilled,…That in the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son, 

born under the law to redeem those under law (Galatians 4:4).  Yes, in God’s Son, Jesus,  the everlast-

ing truth that the angels proclaimed to the shepherds that first Christmas morning had come true: 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11).  From 

the moment of Jesus birth, the entire world could now rejoice because God had fulfilled His promise to 

send a Savior to be our everlasting hope and joy.  What Good News this is for us! That no matter what 

the devil throws at us, no matter what the circumstances of our lives may hold this year, we have hope. 

We have a sure and certain hope that assures us that God will continue His plan of salvation for you 

and me and all the world…A plan that began in the loving heart of God, was proclaimed in the Garden 

of Eden, continued with the birth of our Savior Jesus, was fulfilled on the cross, sealed on Easter day, 

and will be shown to us fully when we see our Savior face to face in heaven.  Yes, in this birth of Jesus, 

our Christmas Joy, we rejoice at the marvelous way our Heavenly Father chose to redeem us back to 

Himself.  It is indeed reason enough, despite our circumstances this year, to look once again longingly 

to the manger in Bethlehem and sing, Come O Long Expected Jesus.  Yes, Come O long expected Je-

sus, Born thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gra-

cious kingdom bring. By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in our hearts alone; By Thine all-sufficient 

merit, raise us to thy glorious throne!          

 

May God bless you richly and Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Berteau 

 

 



Food Bank News 
 

As we shop for our families and our special 

meals during this holiday season please help 

to bless someone who may not be so fortu-

nate. By donating items needed for a holiday 

meal you are helping them to have food on the table during 

this special time of year. Please consider donating any of the 

following items:  canned meat products, tuna, instant 

mashed potatoes, boxed stuffing, pasta, sauce, gravy, muf-
fin mix, canned fruit, coffee, or tea.  If you are able to pick-

up even one of the needed items you are making a difference.  

Thank you to all for your most recent donations and prayers.  

Please continue to keep us in your prayers as we continue this 

outreach throughout the year. 
 

If you know someone who could benefit from a food basket, 

have them call Social Services at 732-349-1500 and request a 

food basket.  Social Services will connect them to Ocean 

County Hunger Relief where they will schedule an appoint-

ment for them to come in to receive their basket.  We are 

open each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 am 

to 1:00 pm. 

Memorials 

Memorials given since our last newsletter have been 

given in memory of: 
 

Mildred Polacek 

 Ruth Rosso 
 

Contributions for departed loved ones may be given 

at anytime during the year. You will find the Memo-

rial Cards and envelopes by the Guest Book and also 

on a table in the Narthex. Complete the card and 

drop it off at the office, mail it, or drop it into the 

offering plate making sure it is clearly noted that it is 

a memorial gift.  
 

Peace be with you,  

Marilyn Tipping 

Shepherds’ Corner 
As we come to Christmas this year we remember 

that it is Jesus, who brought Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love, when He was born for us in Bethlehem. May 

we look to Him this Christmas season. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

In Christian love, 

Marilyn Tipping,  

Chairperson 

Treasury Note – October 2017 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Seal, Treasurer 

 

 

   Monthly Income Total  $  19,303.81 

   Monthly Expense Total  $  21,030.81 

   Difference    $    1,727.00 
 

   General Fund August Balance $   8,716.11 
 

   YTD Income Total     $198,130.68 

   YTD Expense Total   $242,143.23 

   YTD Difference   $ -44,012.55 

Elder’s View 
I will begin my article by sharing my gratitude to my 

church family for your prayers that you have raised 

up on behalf of my son Keith. On October 26th he 

went to the emergency room at Community Hospi-

tal. Late in the evening of the 27th he was trans-

ported to Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in 

Philadelphia. Keith was diagnosed with Guillain-

Barre syndrome. For about 3 days he was in ICU 

with a feeding tube and a breathing tube. He was 

unable to walk, did not have control over his limbs, 

couldn’t talk and was unable to breath well enough 

on his own. On October 30th he came home, yes, I 

said home. He has begun outpatient rehab. We have 

been told by the doctors that he has a long journey 

ahead of him, but they did not consult Keith or our 

Lord who continues to bless Keith. Again, Betty and 

I thank you for your prayers and ask that you con-

tinue praying for Keith. 
 

This experience has reminded us what a wonderful 

God we have and, hopefully, the sharing of this 

helps you as it has Betty and I. Perhaps you like my-

self find that I sometimes take for granted the power 

of prayer. However, God has a habit of reminding us 

that He desires us to communicate with him not just 

when we need him but also when we don’t. That 

doesn’t sound correct does it? We always need God, 

but it is important that we not only ask, but we also 

thank Him for all He does. I am confident that He 

also appreciates it when we just say Hi. Well my 

friends, I hope that you don’t mind me sharing a per-

sonnel message, but it is in my heart and I felt the 

need to share it with you.   
 

Your brother in Christ,  

Don Cousens 



Sunday School 
Wow has time flown by this year! 

It’s hard to believe we are nearing the 

Christmas season!!! Preparations are 

underway for our Christmas Pag-

eant!! The children are so excited! 

Their love for Jesus is amazing and they love to sing 

his praise! Just a reminder that we will be having 

Saturday practices for our pageant on Sat. Dec. 2nd, 

Sat. Dec. 9th and Sat. Dec. 16th from 10-11:30. Our 

pageant will be on Dec 17th at the 11:00 service. It’s 

is important for the children to be at these practices 

so we have an amazing program! Just a note that 

there will be no Sunday school on Dec. 24th and 

Dec. 31st. 

If you are interested in helping with Sunday School, 

as we are always looking for substitutes, please con-

tact me. Have a wonderful Christmas and Happy 

New year! God Bless! 

Thanks!! 
Kelly Kutch  

Nursery News 
 

Christmas is just around the corner and 

our children are already talking about 

Santa. Christmas decorations and crafts 

are covering the walls in our classrooms. Christmas 

stories and songs are filling the air. We are begin-

ning to plan and practice for our Christmas Program 

on Tuesday, December 19 at 7 pm.  You are wel-

come to join us that evening and feel the real spirit 

of Christmas..  The staff, children and families of 

Redeemer Nursery School wish you all a blessed 

and Merry Christmas! 
 

We are always looking for new friends to join us.  

Openings are still available in various classes.  Chil-

dren of church members or children who have been 

baptized at Redeemer receive a discounted tuition. 

Children must be 3 by October 1st for our three year 

old program or 4 by October 1st for our four year old 

program.  Registration forms are available in the 

narthex or by calling the school number 732-657-

0333.  Please share this information with your 

neighbors and friends.  

Keep us in your thoughts and prayers! 
 

God Bless, 

Wendy Talty 

Bible Study 
 

Pastor Berteau is leading two Adult 

Bible Studies, on Wednesdays at 

10:00 am (10:30 am for Advent) cov-

ering the “52 Important Chapters In A Year” and 

also on Sunday mornings between services covering 

“Study of the Christian Faith.”  Both are held in 

the Fellowship Hall, please join us—all are wel-

come! 

Youth Group News  
Dear Faith Family, 

    Merry Christmas to our family in Christ! As you may 

have noticed, the youth group has been very active during 

the last couple of months and has gathered together to cele-

brate in service and fellowship with several projects. Cur-

rently, youth group is open to youth from 6th-12th grade. 

 In August we joined fellow Christians in singing 

praise at the Mercy Me concert held at Great Adventure. 

What a Blessed day of play and prayer! 

 We attended our first Beyond Youth Night at Amer-

ica’s Keswick in October and had a fantastic time full of 

joy and worship. 

 We have participated in fall cleanups/visitations for 

several of our shut-ins in November and look forward to 

visiting and helping out even more in the coming months. 

 One of our new youth missions is to participate in 

Operation Christmas Child with shoebox gifts that are 

sent to children all over the world through Samaritan’s 

Purse. Your support has been a Blessing this year and we 

are so thankful for everyone who donated funds or a 

shoebox gift so that we can share the good news of Jesus 

with others! We are looking forward to building on the 

project for next year too, so look for donation drives in 

the future as we begin to collect items. 

 Last year, the youth group ran their first annual Par-

ents Night Out and we are gearing up for another night of 

fun with the little ones of the congregation while parents 

and guardians take some time to relax or do some Christ-

mas shopping. More information will follow but the date 

for this year’s Parents Night Out is December 9th from 

6PM-10PM and is open to families of our congregation 

and Sunday School. 

    There are many more plans for activities and events in the 

near future to include fundraising for the upcoming National 

Youth Gathering in 2019. If you know of any youth that 

might be interested in joining youth group, please let either 

myself, Greg O’Connor or Katie Gould know. It is truly an 

honor to guide and encourage the children of our church 

community to grow in their faith! 

Blessings in Christ, 

Courtney Chmielewski 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 You are reading our December newslet-
ter which means that we are in the Advent 

Season, the beginning of the church year.  I 
have often been asked why we, as Lutherans, 

worship the way we do; why is our “service” 
different from other denominations’?  What is 

meant by Divine Service?  I thought that dur-
ing this church year we could look at the dif-

ferent parts of our worship service so that 

when asked why we do the things we do, we 
will have a good and helpful answer. 

 Let’s start with the Divine Service, our 
weekly Sunday service.  It is called the Divine 

Service (from the German word Gottesdienst 
meaning God’s service) because it is where 

God serves us through His Word and Sacra-
ment.  When God’s people receive these gifts of 

forgiveness, life and salvation, they join to-

gether in responsive gratitude for His grace.  
The liturgy has been described as breathing: 

inhaling God’s gifts to us and exhaling our 
gratitude to Him.  The Divine Service is made 

of three parts: Confession and Absolution, the 
Service of the Word and the Service of the Sac-

rament.  
 Confession and Absolution starts with 

the Invocation, “In the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”, where we 

recall that God has put His holy name on us 
at our baptism and promised to be with us al-

ways (Matthew 28:18-20).  As God’s children, 

we may make the sign of the cross.  Many Lu-
therans were taught that this was a “Catholic” 

practice and consequently did not use it. How-
ever, making the sign of the cross can be a 

helpful reminder to us that we have been 
made a child of God through our baptism.  So, 

by beginning with the invocation, we call out 
God’s name and as He promised, He hears us 

(Psalm 91:15).  
 I hope these articles will be helpful.  

Next time we will continue to look at Confes-
sion and Absolution, God’s free gift of forgive-

ness. 

Your sister in Christ,  
Deaconess Helen  

Friday, December 8, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

 

This is an opportunity for women of all ages to set 

aside the hustle and bustle of holiday preparations 

and focus their minds and hearts on the birth of 

Christ and wonderful Christian fellowship.  Sign-up 

to be a hostess of a table or sign-up as a guest at any 

open table with an assigned hostess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Advent Services on Wednesday,  

December 6, 13, & 20  

at 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm  

(light meals preceding services.) 

 

Choir Sing-a-Long, Sunday,  

December 10 at 2:00 pm. 

 

Sunday School Christmas  

Program, Sunday, December 17  

at the 11:00 am Worship Service. 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Nursery School 

Christmas Program, Tuesday, Decem-

ber 19 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services  

3:00 pm, 7:00 (Candlelight) 

11:00 pm (Candlelight). 

(Regular services are canceled that morning.) 

 

Christmas Day Service with  

Holy Communion  10:00 am. 



Please Remember Our 

Homebound Members 
The following people are on our list: 
Justine Applegate, Vera Burns, Isaac Cerpa, Joyce Dibble, 

Jeanette DiSciullo, Mary Gall, Louise Halama, Henry Hilbert, 

Valerie Marvin, Dottie McHale, Jere & Gloria O’Neill, Anne 

Shintay, Mary Smith, Gertrude Strick, Theresa Tanney, Inge-

borg Ward. 

*Please ask Deaconess Helen for an updated address list of our 

shut-ins if you would like to send them cards.  

President’s Message 
    First let me say it has been an honor serving as your 

President this year and look forward to leading the Church 

Council in 2018. 

    For those of you missed the November Voter's meeting, 

our present elected officers were approved to continue in 

2018, with the exception of Vice president.  Our new Vice 

President is Tom Sak, a long time congregational member 

and past President of Redeemer. 

    We also passed our 2018 Budget, which saw a reduction 

of about $14,000 as compared to our 2017 budget.  This is 

manly due to the mortgage being finished by next April.  

Thanks again to the  Bequest from the Ballis family in 

honor of Marilyn Ballis (a long time devoted member) that 

helped us pay down our mortgage . 

    We also decided to have one service during the Sum-

mer.  I know this will be a big change for those that tradi-

tional come to the 8:30 am service.  Just remember it is 

only for about 10 weeks.  It will also give the congregation 

a better chance to fellowship with each other and also al-

low for adult and children Bible studies during the sum-

mer.  
    In closing, may this Advent season be a time for bring-

ing hope, transformation and fulfillment into the Advent 

of our lives. 
 

God's Peace to All of You, 

Keith Brown 

Please remember to include our Missionary 

Family,  the  Lohmeyer’s, serving 

the Lord in the Dominican Repub-

lic, in your prayers. 

 

To learn more about them read 

the information on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall and the table 

next to Pastor’s office in the Narthex. 

 

Annual Redeemer Christmas Party 
 

Our annual Christmas Party will be on: 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 5:30 pm 

Clarion Hotel, 815 Route 37 West; Toms River 
 

The cost is only $25 per person.  In order to get 
an estimate of how many people we need you 
to sign-up as soon as possible!  A sign-up sheet 
is in the Narthex and we would like to have 
payment when you sign-up (or as soon as possi-
ble after you sign-up.) Come out to the Christ-
mas Party for fun, fellowship, and great food! 
Hope to see you there! 

Look for our Angel Tree and please 

take a tag. We are once again collecting 

for the Providence House. All donated 

gifts will go local children. 
 

Please bring your unwrapped gifts 

back to the church by Sunday, Decem-

ber 10th so they have time to distribute 

them for Christmas. Thank you so 

Christmas Sing-a-Long 
The Choir would like to invite the 
congregation to a Christmas “Sing-a-Long” 
with all the beloved Christmas hymns on Sun-
day, December 10, 2017 at 2:00 pm. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

Gifts for Our Pastor 
and Deaconess  

At this time of year we remember special peo-
ple in our lives. Our Pastor and Deaconess do so 
much for members of the congregation and we 
want to show them they are special to us and 
appreciated. If you would like to donate to the 
collection we are taking for them please give 
your donation to either our president Keith 
Brown, head elder Don Cousens, or Karen Sele-
pouchin or Lisa Kane in the office.  The gifts 
will be presented to them on Christmas Eve. 



December Givers of 

Time & Talent 
Acolytes: 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
December 3 Brian Kutch  Charlotte Moreno 

December 10 Avery Rowe  Nicholas Chmielewski 

December 17 Madison Proveaux Matthew Bryant 
 

  3:00 pm - 7:00pm - 11:00 pm  
December 24 3:00 pm Acolyte needed, Abigail & Brandon 

Williams, Martin Wagner, 11:00 pm Acolyte needed 
 

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
December 31 Faith Yetman  Martin Wagner 
 

Altar Guild: Carole Richter, Eileen Seal, Eileen Brown 
 

Counters: Bob Michalski and Carol Corbally 
 

 

Greeters:     8:30 am:  Betty Cousens 

        11:00am:  Judy Nordfors 
 

Lay Readers  

  8:30 am   11:00 am 
December 3 Gregory O’Connor Joyce Bodine 

December 10 Keith Brown  Jill O’Connor 

December 17 Joe Milko  Barbara Miceli 

December 24 3:00 pm: Diane Mueller,  

         7:00 pm Don Cousens, 11:00 pm Janelle Berteau 

December 31 Joy Krias  Linda Piskowski 
 

Lay Servers:  

Dec. 3, 17, 31 (8:30) Obed Gonzalez, Don Cousens 

Dec. 3 (11:00) Andrew Chmielewski, Tim O’Connor 

Dec. 17, 31 (11:00) Tom Sheridan, Keith Brown 
 

Ushers: 

  8:30 am: Val Selepouchin, Don Cousens, Obed  

  Gonzalez 

11:00am: Andrew Chmielewski, Bob Michalski,  

  Tom Stoltz 

Church Council 

Keith Brown    President 848-448-0181 

Vinny Cerpa   Vice President 908-433-6770 

Olivia Kennedy  Secretary 732-948-8082 

Eileen Seal    Treasurer 732-657-6341 

Barbara Casper  Financial Sec.  732-920-7611 

Danielle Wagner Christian Ed. 732-281-1537 

Vacant   Chr. Outreach  908-910-4111 

Don Cousens    Elders  732-371-3722 

Bob Michalski  Property Board 732-276-8299 

Marilyn Tipping   Shepherds 732-350-4009 

Don Cousens (Interim) Stewardship 732-600-7781 

Veronica Miller  Trustees 732-370-3270 
 

Elders 

Don Cousens  732-371-3722  Head Elder 

Andrew Chmielewski 609-458-1373 

Frank Kravchak  732-657-0577 

Alex Lanfranco  732-240-2405 

Tim O’Connor  732-996-0776 

Thomas Sheridan 732-267-7100 

Mark Vlossak  732-657-6155 
 

Staff, Committee & Group Leaders 
Pastor    Reverend Daniel Berteau 

Deaconess   Helen DeMario 

Administrator   Karen Selepouchin 

Administrative Assistant  Lisa Kane 

Organist   Roberta Ward 

Saturday Evening Organist Peggy Bendel 

Preschool Director  Wendy Talty 

Altar Guild   Elaine Braun 

Greeters   Betty Cousens 

Lay Readers   Diane Mueller 

Sunday School Superintendent Kelly Kutch 

Ushers    John Kovacs 

Youth Coordinator  Courtney Chmielewski 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
 

The cut-off date for the February issue of 

the Redeemer Review is 

Friday, January 19, 2018 
 

Please submit to redeemermanchester@gmail.com or give 

a written copy to the office.  The Newsletter Team will 

meet on Monday, January 29, 2018 at 9:00 am. 

We need Altar Guild volun-

teers.  Training is provided 

and you only need to serve 

one month in five.  Please 

call Elaine Braun at (732) 

323-0448 if you can help or 

have any questions.  
 

We also need Lay Readers, Greeters and Ushers. 

Please call the office if you can help with any of these. 

tel:848-448-0181




 
Redeemer Lutheran Church of Manchester    

2309 Route 70 East 
Manchester, NJ 08759-4751 

Phone: (732) 657-2828 
 

Website: www.redeemermanchester.org 
 

Church office email address: redeemermanchester@gmail.com 

Pastor Berteau’s email address: rlcmpastor@gmail.com 
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          Worship Services                                            Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
September -June    Sundays 8:30 am & 11:00 am                    September - June   9:45 am to 10:45 am 
June - September   Sundays 10:00 am          June - September   8:45 am to 9:45 am 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm  
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“God gave you what you couldn’t do for yourself. What a great Christ-

mas gift you have in the unconditional forgiveness of your sins through 

the person and work of your Savior Jesus Christ! Thank You, 

God!” Rev. Mark Jeske, (www.timeofgrace.org) – A Life Quote from Lu-

therans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  


